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| HEN your Serene High | 


- ciouſly condeſcended to 
the author of theſe diſcourſes to lay th 
8 at your feet, and allowed the 1 
our name to 
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DEDICATION. 


2 efforts to promote the cauſe of religion 5 
and virtue, you conferred upon mes... 
| diſtinguiſhed honor, which has a claim 1 
to my laſting gratitude. 1 
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80 great is the 1 of 2 


that virtue herſelf, with all her intrinſic 
excellence, receives a very powerful re- 5 
commendation, when ſhe ſhines amidſt 
the graces of youth, and ON 4 ex- 
n ſtations. 9 | 


0 you, n the walls en- 5 
dowments of nature have been developed | 
and improved by the beſt education that 
wiſdom could deviſe, or {kill and ſide- 

| lity execute. Thus qualified to appre- 
tiate the value of i inſtruction 70 yur Se- 


v. : 
_ Kin : * * 8 ; rene 
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rene Highneſs wiſhes the benefit aniveds 


as object worthy the attention of the It, 
moſt elevated rank. N 


the effuſion of that reſpectful admiration, 


DEDIOATEON. 


fal, and juſtly conſiders its extenfion. 
through the humbleſt walks of life, as 


The ER of has 22 MA AN 
is ſo far from calling forth the language 


of panegyric, that, on the contrary, it 
impoſes filence on truth, and precludes 


which is the juſt tribute of virtue, and 
early piety. All I ſhall venture to ex- 
preſs is a devout. wiſh, that your Serene. 


Highneſs may long continue to exhibit 4 


a bright example to the world, aud 
tranſmit to an iuſtrious, happy, and. : M4, | 
remote poſterity, your own virtues and 
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give place to the rewards of Eternity). 
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T. H E. 1 of the Wi Meri diſcourſes, 
in the form of ſermons, was induced 
to offer them to the public from the conſi- 
deration that they might be conducive to 
the advancement of religion, among a claſs 


of pragle who greatly need. U te of 


1 has bees "PO no . * katy, 


bos by individuals, and by bodies of men 
in this country, for the information of youth 
among the lower orders; and it is to be 
hoped, that the happy conſequences will be 
felt by the riſing generation. 


It is never- 
theleſs certain, that reading the ſcriptures, 


and attendance on public worthip, though 


excellent means of inſtruction, are not ſuf- 
ficient ; and too frequently fail of the end 


propoſed. Much pains muſt be taken to 
make uncultivated minds underſtand, even 


0 things that to us appear the moſt SAP AY 
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Ihe relation i in which they ſtand to God 4 
to ſociety, cannot be made too plain to their 
conception, nor be too ſtrongly recom- 
mended to their price: | 8 
Wich this view of clings ihe W 
ſheets were compoſed : The ſubjects treated 


are chiefly moral, the language plain, and the 
diſcourſes ſhort. They are intended to re- 


commend the pure and undefiled religion 
of the heart; and to influence the reader to 
diſcharge oy duties of his ſtation. 
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e each part of the WER * | 
ſermons, that have been publiſhed in our 


language, ſuppoſe prior information, with- 


out which they cannot be fully underſtood, I 
The philoſophical, the metaphyſical, or the _ 
doctrinal preacher, muſt not hope to be 


uſeful to the vulgar; nor muſt even the 
rational moral divine, unleſs he will take 
pains to inſtruct his flock in private; or will 
condeſcend to ſuit _ public ſtile to their 
capacities, Fats ev 
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PREFACE. 


ny, 


The mene of religious opinions, and 


their importance to the well-being of by 2 


ciety, has lately been diſcuſſed at large by a 
man * eminent in public and private virtue; 


who cannot but be ſuppoſed to underſtand - 


perfectly the true intereſts of mankind. He 5 
has proved, how much the poor ſtand in 
need of religious principles, as their ſitua- 


tion en them to 1 Ch Mr prng } 


It is e to the poorer and lower 
ranks of mankind that theſe ſheets are offer- 
ed: but as many among them poſſeſs nei- 
ther the opportunity nor the means of ob- 
taining them without the aſſiſtance of their 
ſuperiors in underſtanding and in fortune, 
it can only be through the channel of the 
latter that the former can receive the bene- 
fit intended them : but what maſters would 
refuſe to procure inſtruction for their do- 
meſtics? Had they no ſuperior motive, ſelf- 
interefl would be ſufficient to inform them 
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N Monficur Necker, 
how 


= PREFACE 
q how” much they muſt be gainers, by the 
K "virtuous principles of their ſervants. their nf 
4} tradeſmen, and their tenants. But the au- 

0 thor does not mean to ſuſpect the judg- 8 f 
ji ment of the public, or to call their gene- 
1 roſity in queſtion. Convinced of their libe · £ 
| rality, and truſting to their candox, ſhe is 
. perſuaded that they will readily lend their 


generous aſſiſtance to promote the deſign 
under conſideration; by which, a part at 

leaſt, of the benefit intended, may acerue 
to individuals and to Ae 98 
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8 E R M ON 1. 
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HEBREWS Xx. and part of 33 ver. (+: 
Not forſaki ng the aſſembling ourſelves together, as the 
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: LUKE XIV. 16, 175 18, 19. 


Then ſaid he unto him, a certain man made a great ; 
ſupper and bade many, and ſent his ſervant at ſupper 
time to ſay to them that were bidden, come, for all 
things are now ready. And they all with one conſent 
began to make excuſe ; the firſt ſaid unto him, I have 
bought a piece of ground, and I muſt needs go and ſee 
it: I pray thee have me excuſed. And another 
ſaid, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 
prove them I pray thee have me excuſed. And 
another ſaid, I have married a 5 hag . n 

I cannot come. | 1 | 
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glen of hears, at un Chrif + nit i ates 
vice, as men ;pleaſers, but as the ſervantsof Chriſt, 
| doing the will of God from the heart, with good» 
will doing ſervice, as to the Lord, and not to men 


knowing that whatſutver good thing any man toth, the * 


fame ſhall he receive 8 the Lord, whether he be bond 
or JN FR 2 7 
"wo E R M 0 N XVII. 7 
The bad Conſequences of Extravagance, and the 
ESE of Simplicity inDreſs and e, 


PROV. XXXI. 30. 12 5 


* 


5 


b 5 deceitful, and beauty is vain : but 75 00man 
that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed. 140 
SERMON XVIII.. 
On Diligence. 
nov. xxx. 27, 28. 


She Iooketh well to the ways of ber houſhold and eateth 
not the bread of idleneſs. Her children ariſe up and 


call her ble * as: ber aps a on and he praiſetb 


Her. 152 | 
SERMON Xx. 


The Advantages of an humble Station pointed « out, 
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Better is the poor that walketh in his up ws bref . 
he that is perverſe in bis way, though be be rich. 
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plain the nature of faith, and the 


reaſons why-it i is ſo much inſiſted en in - 


the New Teſtament, ©” 


Ron body 3 that faith 1 in 88 88 


ſignifies the aſſent of the mind to certain 


things, which from their ow]n probability, 
or the teſtimony of others, appear true. 
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. ON FAITH. 


But io murh has been faid on Ges. 
tian doctrine of belief, that though I would 
+ wiſh to avoid all diſputable points, I think 
it may not be improper to make ſome 
plain obſervations on a ſubject ſo often 
ſounded in the ears of the multitude, with- S 
out giving them any diſtin ideas of what | 
is required of them. 


A 


He that a God, muſt firſt believe 
that be is, ſays the apoſtle. to the Hebrews. 
This perſuaſion is the foundation of all 
religion; for were there no God, no wor- 
ſhip, no ſervice, no obedience could be 
required, and man would reſemble the 
beaſts of the field. It is religion which, 

by placing him under the eye of his Crea- 

tor, and making him accountable for his 
thoughts, words, and actions, raiſes. him 
above the brute, furniſhes him with motives | | | 

to virtue, and gives him a ſtrength of mind 
capable of ſupporting him under the afflic- 
gs He time, by holding up to him the 
| rewards 


on FAITH > ol an 3 


rewards of eternity as che 0. ag his Pure | 
uit. . 7 . 


But. as we wee: at beſt, PP even | 
where our intentions are on the whole n, 
right; as we have many ſins to lament, 
and much weakneſs to deplore ; as we do 

many things which we ought not to do, 
and leave neglected and undone many du- 

ties which we ought to perform; our hope 
and conſolation muſt be derived, not from 4 
a debt owing to our perfect obedience, but 
from the free grace, or favour of God, who / | 
through Jeſus Chriſt, is pleaſed to accept of | * 
our ſincere, though imperfe& endeavours | 
to obey his laws. But how were we S 
know that we ſhould obtain this grace r 
favour, unleſs he informed us of it? We. 1 ; 
fee, indeed, goodneſs in all the diving 
works; but we ſee unworthineſs in our- 
ſelves; and might thence infer, that it i 2 
dreadful thing to fall into the hands of be 
living God, We therefore need the glad td. 
inge fd great joy, proclaimed by angels to 
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4 wise dl, at the birth of the Princes of 
- Peace, the Saviour of the World. Chriſt 
came, commiſſioned by his Father, to aſe 


'furezthE.penitent ſinner of pardon and per- 
fect reconciliation, through the meritorious 


obedience, ſufferings, and death, which he 
willingly endured for them, and for their 


ſalvation. By theſe he ſhewed the 9 2 
nature of fin, his love of moral order and 


good peſs, - and that, without holineſs 7 man | 


can ſee the Lord. He thereby intended to 
leave the deepeſt impreſſion on the mind of 
the ſinner, of the purity of God on 'the 


one hand, and of his mercy on the other; 
to convince him that if he forſook his evil 
ways and turned unto the Lord, he would _ 


have mercy upon him, and abundantly pardon: 
that his fins ſhould be no more mentioned unto 
him. But the mercy of God to his crea- 
tures goes ſtill farther ; they will not only 


be pardoned, but rewarded with inconceiv- 
able, and everlaſting happineſs. . - 
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on FAITH. _ 48 


But as nothing ſhort of a-divine revela- 
tion could give us this aſſurance, it was ne- 52 
ceſſary, above all, that the meſſenger ſhould 
gain credit among thoſe to whom he was 
ſent. Miracles were neceſſary for this pur- 
poſe, as proofs of his divine commiſſion. 5 
He, therefore, performed them in tlie face 
of thouſands, that they might believe in him, 
as the Son of God, the promiſed Saviour. 
Faith, therefore, or belief, is the firſt prepa- 


ration for acceptance. How does he plead 
with the obſtinate Jews, who expected a 


temporal prince, inſtead of the meek and 


humble Jeſus, to believe him for the ſake 9 5 
of his works, if they would not credit his 


words. His life of poverty and diſtreſs, 


his dreadful ſufferings and ſhameful death, 
whereby his important commiſſion was 


ſealed, and his painful work finiſhed, are, 1 


hope, too well imprinted on the heart of 
every profeſſing Chriſtian, to need being 
farther inſiſted upon here. But when he : 
aroſe from the dead, according to his own 
pt eta as well s as to that ao: 3 


>. <__ 


. on FAITH. | | 

ages efron; he gave the laſt and moſt con- 

vincing proof of his being the Meſſiah; 
and one would ſuppoſe it impoſſible to re- 
ſiſt ſuch evidence, if it had not N 
that _—_ rejected him. 


We 3 ſeen, that 1 PA Saviour | 
we had no ground of acceptance and hope; 5 
and that with him, we may have every. 
thing we can deſire for time, or for eternity, 
But if we will not believe him, of what 
avail is all that he has ſaid, or all that he 
has done for us 1 Whereas, if deeply pene- 
trated with a ſenſe of our ſin and miſery, 
we receive Chriſt, not only as the Saviour 
of the world, but as our Redeemer, and- feel 
our obligations to him, we ſhall be per- 
ſuaded that his declarations are truths, ſent to 
us from the God of truth ; that his laws muſt 
be the rule of our conduct; and that his pro- 
miſes and his threatnings will aſſuredly take 
place, and thus ſhall poſſeſs ſuch a faith 
as will make us fit objects for his pardoning 
grace. We ſhall be too. much in earneſt 


about our lvation: to endanger it by neglect 
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. FAITH, e 


or diſobedience; conſequently this. faith. eo 


working by leve, and producing a ready and 


univerſal obedience, is very properly called 


a ſaving faith, becauſe indeed it cannot fail 
to ſave us. Let me exhort you, therefore, 


CM often to meditate on theſe things; 
to weigh your obligations, to value your | 


privileges, and to pray to your Farther who 


is in heaven, that you may obtain that aſſiſt- 
| ance, which he has declared himſelf ready 
to give to thoſe who aſk it. Rouze your 


attention to theſe ſolemn objects, for if you 


attend to them, you will ſee their impor- 
tance; and if you ſee. their 1 . Jau 


will not let them g. 


4 
4 » 


punk A bund man, 3 on the 


brink of a dreadful precipice, were offered 
a ſkilful guide to conduct him, and refuſed 


to accept the kind. aſſiſtance, or to liſten to 


his danger; what would you think of ſuch 
a one? would you imagine that he believed 


it real'? If fo, you muſt pronounce him a 
fool, How much greater then, is the folly 
2. i B 4 „ 


th AE on 1 417 K. i 


and wiclediich' of refuſing the alfkanee 1 
and pardon offered to us, and of trifling 
with our "everlaſting peace. For though 
. © our God has declared himſelf 79 be the Lord 
merciful and gracious, pardoning iniquity, trahf- | 
14 greſſion, and fin; not willing that any ſhould 
mY  - periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance; | 


— 


— 


5 i yet he will not be mocked, and has pre- 

| | | I pared indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
Fl anguiſh for every foul of man that perſiſts in 
10 doing evil, and refuſes to liſten to the offers 
1 of his grace and reconciliation. Let us, there. | 
1.08 fore, tremble at the idea of neglecting this 
b 1 1 great ſalvation, and remember that our love 
W to our maſter muſt be ſhewn by keeping his 
1 commandments; for not every one that faith, 
7 Lord] Lord! ſball enter into bis kingdom, but 
64 be, and he alone, vo bas done the will * 
1 - bis Father, who is in heaven. That we may 
1 be of that happy number, may God of his 
. infinite mercy grant, through eſus W g 
King our Lord. 

44 SERMON 
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HE BR EWS X. and * of ver. 25. ; 


Not forſuking the end ling of ourſelves to Le- 
ther, as the manner of * bs, 


* q 
** 


REMEMBER the Jubbath-doy to kee it 
holy, ſays the law of Moſes to the Jewiſh 
people. This command required of them 
the ſtricteſt attention, with reſpect to them- 
ſelves, to their ſervants, their cattle, and 
even to the conduct of ſuch ftrangers, as 
lived among them. The ſtrict attention 
required of them in regard to keeping the 
ſeventh day, was like the reſt of their law, 
a burthenſome yoke, which neither they, nor 
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10 on KEEPING: THE SABBATH.. „ 
their fathers were able to bear. We, . 


live under the milder law of Chriſt, which 


is intended to oblige us, not ſo much to 


the obſervance of outward ceremonies as 


to the government of the heart, are not, 
ke them, called either to a painful or ex- 


penſive ſervice. Nevertheleſs, if the na- 


ture of man, and the good of ſociety re- 


quire a certain portion of time to be ſet 
apart for the worſhip of God, and the im- 


portant concerns of a better life; if it were 


intended to keep alive the ſentiments of 

gratitude for creating goodneſs; is there 
not juſt reaſon to conclude, that a part of 
our time ought to be dedicated to the ſame 
purpoſes ? ſhall we think ourſelves acquit- 


ted of the obligation, becauſe in effect it has 
been encreaſed, fince to our thankfulneſs 
' for the bleſſing of creation, we are able to 
add chat of redemption by Chriſt Jeſus? 
We may, it is true, offer up our devotions 


to God at all times,. and in every place, 

The time is now come which our Saviour 

foretold te the woman of Samaria, when 
1 N ane 
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neither the mountain of that city, nor even 
Mount Sion in 3 the places 
appointed for che ſervice of God; but when 
whoſoever worſhippeth the Father in ſpirit 
and in truth, ſhall be accepted; becauſe he 
has fixed his altar in the human heart, and 
the whole univerſe is his temple. 


We have, in imitation of the firſt Chri- 
tians, ſet apart the firſt day of the week far 
the purpoſes of devotion; becauſe it was 
that, on which the captain of our ſalvation 
| burſt the bands of death, and roſe tri- 
umphant from the grave. It is this glort- 
ous event which gives creation its value. 
For ſmall would have been the privilege of 
exiſtence to ſinful man, if the pardon of ſin, 
and a better life, had not been propoſed to 
quiet his anxious fears, and ſatisfy his long- 
ing hopes after immortality. We have, 
therefore, as I hinted before, greater bene- 
fits to acknowledge, and are under additi- 
onal obligations to remember them: the va- 
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le of en eee 
zan us more in een to obtain it 
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was political, ſo far it is as much needed 
now as ever. © Bodily reſt is now not leſs 
neceſſary to the labouring part of mankind, # 
nor to the poor animals harraſſed and worn 


out in their ſervice, than when the Lord of 50 
all his creatures declared, that on that day 


_ "they ſhould do no manner of work. But, as 


we ſee that this was carried to an untrea- 
ſonable extreme among the Jews, our Sa- 


-viour, who was Lord even of the ſabbath, 


rectified their abuſes, and declared, that 
works of neceſſity, of charity, and of mercy, - 


| were not to be omitted; becauſe the. ſabbath 


was made for man, and ot man for the ſab- 


_ bath. —It was intended to give him leifure 


for religious improvement: It was intended 


to remind him of his privileges, and his 


duties; that he ſhould examine his conduct 


by the laws of his Maker; that he ſhould. 
| poſe of whatever had been evil in his ways, 


and 
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and that dis reſolutions of amendment ſhould 
gather ſtrength, by the worſhip: of his God, 
and by fixing his attention on an eternity far 
more important, than any thing im this ſhort 
life.— It was deſigned to make him more 
fit to act his part well in this world, by - 
preparing him for a better. And ſurely, 
my beloved, if the ſoul be more valuable 
than the body, eternity than time; the oh- 


ſervance of the ſabbath is not only a juſt ho- 
mage due to the Creator, but very uſeful 

to ourſelves, and we can neither be innocent, 
nor benefited, if we proline it. 


It is therefore required of us, 1 to neglect 
the aſſembling ourſelves together, for the pur- 


poſes of public worſhip, that we may unite 


as a people to implore the pardon of our _ 
ſins, and to ſeek aſſiſtance and protection 

from the God of nations: it is required by 
him who ſees the inmoſt thoughts of all his 
worſhippers, that they approach him not 
with the ſervice of the lips alone, while their : 
hearts are far from Him; but that they be 
ſeriouſly | 


0 


5 14 
" alas engaged in prayer, in praiſe, and _ 


- 
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in attending to the inſtructions of his w 


tuous inſult on that majeſty, how the bea- 
ven of heavens cannot contain, and who con- 
deſeends to dwell in temples made with bands. 


ſtrangers to their condition.— They think 


that when they have been at church, and 
repeated a ſet number of prayers, they have 1 
done all that is required towards keeping 
the ſabbath. They ſeem to think, eſpeci- 
ally among the lower ranks, that dreſs is 1 


part of their devotion of much greater im- 


portance than attention, or than he ornament 
of a meek and quiet ſpirit. You will not 
wonder at my advancing” this, when I in- 
form you, that the want of dreſs, has fre- 
_ quently been offered to me as an excuſe for 
. neglecting divine ſervice, by thoſe whom I 


have 


Frequenting divine ſervice in any other man- 
ner is levity and hypocriſy, @ contempt ? 
bis word and commandments, and a preſump- 


E GM va ww a6. a 


our very prayers become ſin; and yet I fear 
too many lie under this guilt, and are 
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have reproved for not attending it. The 


univerſal inattention too frequently obſerv- "By 


able in churches, the careleſs manner in 


which the ſervice is repeated by many, like 


a ſet of phraſes learnt in childhood, with- 
out attending to their meaning, and the 
rrifling de portment obſervable the moment 
it is ended, too plainly ſhew that the heart 
has had no concern in the whole of the em- 


ployment; that we do not know, in this our 
day, the things that belong to our 8 ps and | 


that the * will not * der. 


ns who hve in large towns, and are 
engaged in active employments during the 


week, make of the Lord's Day, a day of 

recreation and of amuſement. But were! 
to reprove the man of buſineſs for thus 
perverting the little time he has for prepa- 
ring himſelf for another world, or the man 
of pleaſure, for neither entering him elf into | 
the kingdom of heaven, nor ſuffering thoſe that 


would, to enter in, I ſhould engage in too 
large a plan, Much already has been ſaid, 
> + 


_ 
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and written on that ſubject. My buſineſs 
is with thoſe who have leſs opportunity for 
knowing their duty. They have a right, 
when a portion of time has been given to 
private and public devotion, to employ a 
part of their day of reſt in innocent con- 
verſe with others, and in ſuch harrdleſs re. 
creations as the laws of their country allow. 
The mind, even of perſons accuſtomed to 
application, cannot long be kept upon the 
ſtretech; it muſt be unbent, and this may 
be done both en, and ne | 


—- 


bo. 


Api me 8 conſequence of what la | 
Pres ſaid, exhort you not to neglect public 
-worſhip ; this neglect has been repeatedly 
confeſſed the firſt ſtep to ruin: whereas if 
the duties of God's houſe be properly at- 
tended, and rightly improved, they will be 
the ſureſt guard to virtue, and the beſt foun- 
dation for happineſs. - Public worſhip, in 
the manner I have deſcribed it as required 
of the Chriſtian, is a reaſonable ſervice ; 
our privilege, and our advantage; but it is 


— 


— 
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by which we may become virtuous, and fit 
for heaven ; it is not however a charm by 
the outward application of which we ſhall 
be holy ia. the: fight of God; on the con- 
trary, its outward application, if that be all, 
will only render us odious and more inex- 
cuſable. The proper uſe of the ſabbath is 


provement on other days; and it will, if 


Om Chriſt our Lord. 
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above all neceſſary for thoſe, whoſe ſituation 
in life prevents much conſideration and im- 


caly the means, and not the end; a method — 


it be not our own fault, be a means of grace, 


encreaſing our hope of glory; ; which may 
G0 dd of his infinite en grant, —_— 
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Go 1 vain. | 
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from our great Creator, and a de- 

who from preſumption or levity, profanely, 
ſacred name.— It is my preſent deſign. to 

* ſhew from theſe words, the great folly and 
guilt of ſuch as have the name of God 


not in their hearts. 


© 
| 
x 
5 
| 
; 


. * * 7 3 
\ 2 6 . 8 8 3 . 
"IN. 
1 - 2 
4 Y Lf SF 


— * 
on 2 a * 
F * Fx 
* 7 * 

* 


. Pat not take the Name f the Lord 7 


. that he will not hold him guiltleſs, 


that ĩs, careleſsly and needleſsly, utters his 


conſtantly on their lips, becauſe his fear is 


0 


tl 


ſwer thoſe who reprove them for this, that 


0 ' PROFANENESS. 5 19 5 
In the firſt place, it is the moſt fooliſh - g 


of all vices, becauſe it neither affords pre- 


ſent pleaſure, nor can it procure any future 
advantage to him who commits it; who 
therefore incurs the diſpleaſure of the Ma- 
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; 5 
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jeſty of heaven, without the ſmalleſt grati- 
| fication or profit upon earth. I mean not 


to inſiſt upon the guilt of falſe oaths, be- 


cauſe they belong to the laſt ſtage of wick= 


edneſs, and thoſe who are capable of deli- 
berate perjury, will pay little attention to 


| theſe exhortations; nor ſhall I dwell on 5 ; 
thoſe ſhocking 1 imprecations, which are q- 


ployed to give vent to the furious and un- 1! 
ruly paſſions of the mind. ; 


I addreſs a e oak race 
of. men, who are ready on by occaſions: to 
utter the name of God, who perhaps in- 
dulge in no other habitual daa and will an- 


they mean no harm. That they mean 
thing is indeed evident; as we often hear 
ourſing and ſwearing, in the midſt of mirth 


e 88 r 
8 n r 
Kay Ig 3 STIR. FO 7 Fo. 908; PI 9 2 9 n 
A 88 en 
als 


"A — 


7 


; on PROFANENESS. Wo 5 


and good humour. But does it follow, that 
ſuch a practice is innocent, becauſe no ill. 


is intended? Few, in a. Chriſtian country, 


are ſo very ignorant as not to have heard, 
at leaſt in their childhood, the command of 


my text. Few, if any, but can repeat the 
Lord's Prayer, in which, hallowed be thy 


name, means a defire that it ſhould be held 
in reverence, and ſanctified, or ſet apart, for 


the ſacred and ſerious uſe I's prayer and re- 


gion: : and much will thoſe parents have. 


to anſwer. for, Who have neglected to im- | 
print on their children an early reſpe& for 


that infinitely excellent and glorious God, 


in whom they live, move, and have their being, 


from whom every good thing proceeds,. and to 
whom they muſt account for every "idle 


word. Were the minds of youth early 


taught, that the name of God was never to 


be uſed but on ſerious occaſions, and with 
becoming ſolemnity, they would be under 
no temptation to profane it, and would be 
prevented from contracting ſo fatal a habit. 
How muſt a perſon of reflection be ſnocked 
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to hid a name which: he Feneérates, intro- | 
duced upon all occaſions; and Being of 


infinite majeſty and power, inſulted! by ſuch 


worms of the duſt. Look up! inconſide- 


. rate, thoughtleſs mortal ! look up to the hea- 


vens, the work of His Hands; to the moon and 


ars which be hath: created ! Behold them 


in beauty and order fulfilling. the great de- 
ſign of their Creator, proclaiming his wiſ- 
dom, his power, his majeſty and goodneſs/! : 


and then ſee man, made but little lower than 


the angels, favoured with reaſon and an im- 
mortal ſoul, capable of contemplating the 
works of an almighty hand, of loving and 
adoring his Maker in this world, and of 
being raiſed to the ſtate and happineſs of 
angels in the world to come | See this ob- 
ject of the divine patience and ferbearance, 


profaning that glorious name, which he was 


created to honour ; throwing about firebrands - 
and death, and ſaying with the fool, am I 
not in ſport? Let me caution you who are 


ready to W this excuſe, mo: it n ſtand 


4 


0 W 
22 | on PROFANENTSS.. ? 
den in vo dead. when you ſhall be called 1 ct 
On anſwer an « offended e r fe 
x ev 
1 en ſuppoſe you + i of os Mu 
impropriety of profane ſwearing; for a m 
ſerious conſideration, if I have been ſo pu 
happy as to obtain it; will make you ſenſi- the 
| ble of the folly and wickedneſs of ſuch con- the 
duct; and, I hope, diſpoſe you to liſten to, — ſhe 
and to follow, a few directions which I mean offe 
0 give you by way of reformation. | fhal 
. fam 
Von ako poſſeſs fewer . of oo. ty, 
cation, may, perhaps, be tempted to reply, 
that you have learnt this vice from your ſupe- I 
riors, and that it is more excuſable in you than of t 
in them. I am ſorry to acknowledge, that of h 
too many are addicted to this practice, from ourſ 
whom better things might juſtly be ex- nity 
pected; and who ought to be an example as to 
recommending virtue and propriety to their and 
ſervants and children. I am, above all, Our 
aſhamed to recollect that T have heard the poſe 


vices, 


name of God profaned by ſome, whole pe- 


on PROFANENESS, - e 


culiar office engages them to inſpire their 
fellow creatures with awe and reverence for 
every thing ſacred. But what of all this? 
dheir abuſes be to themſelves; their guilt 
muſt fall on their own heads; and their 
puniſhment will be aggravated by che ſins 
they have led others to commit. But will 
the many faripes with which they are braten, 
ſhelter us from the juſt puniſhment of our 
offences? Have we not been told, hat we 
ſhall not be held guiliigſ; and is not this the 
15 fame as ſaying, that we ſhall be found guil- | 
i 9 and dealt with ane 5 | 


q Let us then eatzonce awful je 
, of the Divine Majeſty, and a ſerious ſenſe 
of his conſtant preſence. Let us accuſtom 
ourſelves daily to addreſs him with ſolem- 
nity and attention; and if we are ſo-unhappy- 
as to have contracted this habit, reflection 
and reſolution will correct it by degrees. 
Our paſſions cannot, in this inſtance, op- 
poſe our reaſon, as is the caſe in other 
vices. For who "would be ſo abſurd as to 
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Erin the name of his Maker on everyß 

ured him oo 

much pleaſure, or was too advantagęous to 
155 worldly: intereſt- to forego? It is habit, 
and habit alone, which is advanced in its 


on PROFANENESS.)| he Ee 
inclined him 15 


occaſion; that it p 


defence. Repeated acts of reſtraint will 


 thetefore, in time, bring over the habit 
to the ſide of virtue; and we ſhall be as 
little able to bear profaneneſs i in others, as 


we now are to "abſtain from it ee 


. 8 . W left, yo 
ene they encourage, or, by negligence, 
ſuffer their children 20 take the name of God 


hows vain: But let them on the contrary, cre- | 


in their, offipring, an early reverence for 
bn Creator. This will be the more eaſy, 


as it is a natural ſentiment of the mind; a 
ſentiment ſtrongly felt by the native Indian, 
who would expect inſtant puniſhment, were 

| de to throw contempt on his God. Let not 
pagans then riſe up in judgment againſt us, 

and condemn us; we who are favoured wich 
e o 
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4 ch an light, 1 who ha ave line. S x * 
upon line, and precept upon precept. Let it 


not appear that they worſhip, the ſun and 
moon, nay, even ſtocks and ſtones, with 
more ſincere veneration, than we pay to the 


God of our Fathers, who has tevealed him- 


ſelf to us in his word, as well as in his works, 
and who wilt juſtly expect more improve- 
ment, where ſo _ more orgs have 
been beſtowed. | 


. 8 © 7 ba 


* 


M ay theſe PR DOA IRE Re nd dwell 
on your minds! and may the Lord give you 
a good underſtanding in the. things that be- 
long to your everlaſting. peace! Since vice 
is folly, ut the fear of the Lord is W : 
and zo a W evil eee, 5 
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. mt one "to a 
HE f truly © weed is the pecvltr 
privilege of human nature. Infos | 
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by their ingenuity, and by an ky if | 
reflection and deſign, In the larger and 
domeſtic animals, the moral virtues « | 
fidelity and gratitude have often appeared 1 
in ſuch a manner, as · to be a ſhame and re- | 0 
proach to man, the lord of this lower world: n 
' the ox knew his owner, and the afs bis 
A Pe when rue did not know, that Wl * 
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is, ot not acknowled ge, the God who. 
governed and ſupported them'; nor confi ts 
what duties they owed him. It is man 
and man alone, . 18 dignis-* 3 
power of impartin- „„ with the 


» 1 92 | 
nicatinn © - ITT ideas, and commu- 


F wants to his fellou- creatures 


by the faculty of ſpeech. How many and 


great are the advantages which he enjoys 


in conſequence of this bleſſing! It enables 
him to receive knowledge and improve- 
ment from the reflections of others, and to 
| build, as it were, upon the foundations of 
the experience and wiſdom of thoſe wha. 


have gone before him. His wants may be 


ſupplied in conſequence of the eaſe with 


which he can make them known, and his 
ſatisfactions and pleaſures are increaſed, by 


friendly, innocent, and agreeable converſe, 
But if we are not yet convinced of the value 
of this aſtoniſhing gift, let us look on the 


melancholy ſpectacle of a man deprived of 


it, and we ſhall ſee reaſon to be grateful, 


If gratitude is then our duty, how are we 


to 23 it ? not ſurely by miſemploying | 


"ME the 
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| the faculty of ſpeech: to the ſhameful pur. 
poſes of lying and falſehood, till no confi. 
eee can be e in our deceirful tongue, | 
; Truth 3 is 8 to man, . ſomething 
4 15 be wrong in him who yiolates it—Ex- 
ceſſive timidity, and a baſe cowardice of 
a mind, will betray ſome men into falſehood, 
who to avoid the cenſure of a fellow-crea- 
ture, will brave the anger of an ever- pre. 
ſent God to whom lying lips are an abo-—- 
mination. This vice is commonly prac- | 
tiſed either as the refuge of ſuch as know 
they have been guilty of ſomething wrong, 
or as the means by which wickedneſs is to 
be brought about: in which ever of theſe 
ways it acts, it is a reproach to our nature, 
à crime in itſelf, an injury. to ſociety, and 
an ungrateful abuſe of one of the greateſt 
bleſlings which the wiſdom and goodnefſunt of 
God has beſtowed upon WM. 


. us nete fer a watchful ms a 
. our lips, leſt © TY time we 
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be tempted to ſay that which we know to 


be falſe. This fatal practice, if once en- 
gaged in, will lead us farther than we at 


firſt intended; becauſe it will probably ſuc- 


ceed for à while, if thoſe, with whom .we 


. converſe, ſhould be men of honeſt and up- 
right minds. But when once we are detect- 
ed, our reputation is in danger of being 


loſt for ever. The virtuous will be armed 
againſt us, ſuſpicion will attend on all ve 
ſay, and we ſhall feel the continual morti- 
flcation and inconvenience of not being be · 
lieved. How wide à door is here opened 


for the entrance of every other crime ! ſelf- 


defence obliges the good man to avoid all 
intercourſe with the liar; he is of courſe 


* 


confined to the ſociety of the vicious, among | 


whom he cannot fail of becoming worſe, 
and of ſinking lower and lower in wicked- 
neſs, till his ſhameful life cloſes by a yet 


more ſhameful death. I may ſafely affirm, 


that there never yet was a malefactor brought 
to puniſhment, who was not a liar, and 
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whoſe courſe of fin was not. Dogan and car- f 

| "Oy on by falſchood. | I. a 
N , 

je theſe! refleRtions ain us » wth a holy W * 
abhorrence of this pernicious habit, which, 4 
like every other, grows by degrees. Let k 
the young be early inſpired with the love of } 
truth; let them ſee that it is the road to 0 


virtue and happineſs, both here and here- | 
after ; let them be taught to conſider it as 
the ſureſt, if not the ſpeedieſt, means of 
obtaining worldly ſucceſs ; for who would 
admit a liar into his family, who would truſt 
ſuch a one with the care of his children, or 
with the management of his effects? Mu- 
tal happineſs, among all ranks, muſt ariſe 
from mutual aſſiſtance, and this muſt. de. 
pend e mutual n ence, 4 


Has any one : they from inadvertency, or or 
| from paſſion, committed a fault, let hin not 
by deceit add another, to encreaſe the bur- 

den of his conſcience, and ſtop the way of 
nean. Let ou * confeſs his 


; 1 I 
< ? 
, 2 
* 
3 
285 
. 
— 
* 
"73 \ 4 5 r 2s 8 
had NN bi”, N 3 . 6 21 % NN us; n ” + at - XK N 
2 5 ine Nen e r A . 48 n br. © e 24 Sis 9 Ak CLI ES w_ c P =_—. 
1 ” — * * 4 — — WY n 1 * CTA) A FR VER? 3 : 4 rer F RR 1-4 ih" ade 2 
8 PP PPP W al _ 8 TR FOND; A 2 MFIs 1 8 83 * 
— — — — — — — 932 r _ : - 


— 
* 


AGAINST. LYING. | * 
5 folly, or even bis wickedneſs, and he will, 


acquire the eſteem of all good men; for 


the beſt are the moſt charitable ; z they who 
the leaſt ſtand in need of indulgence, are 


the moſt willing to extend it to others; they, 


know that to err is human, ang what all; are 


hable to; j but that to forgive is to Ale e a 
divine virtue: they know, that 2 mind wu . 


pable of confeſling a fault, muſt haye ſom 


thing in it noble and generous, and that go 5 


cannot be the ſettled abode of vice. In- 


deed it is impoſſible for a man to make any 


progreſs in en who will not lie. 


Scripture is full of exhortations 10 rruth 


in the inward part, that is, integrity of 


heart; and examples are held up ta us, of 


the miraculous interpoſition of God, to 


ſhew his-abhorrence of falſchood. Ananias, 
and his wife Sapphira, for having been 
united in a lie, were made inſtant compa- 


nions in the grave. Even in this our day ” 
and country, inſtances have not been want- 
4ng of rn ſtruck dead with a lie on 
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' an AP a "7 not 1 adh, let * 
our hearts be confirmed in what is evil. For 
de that ſhall come ' will come, to take jud 8 
ment on thoſe who abuſe his mercies, and 
- Sides his laws. May we therefore, in every 
ſituation, reſolve 20 walk uprightly, and we 


mall not fail to wall ſurely; which may 
| God of his infinite mercy incline our hearty. 


to do, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
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* 
1 . Eg 
«7 Re . & Ry - 


ea 1 Con. XII. 4. e 
5 a . 00s 1 Re 
T 18 al from the 5 whit of this pes; 
ter, that St. Paul is deſeribing and re- 
commending a ſort of charity which is as 
much in the power of the poor as of the 
rich. The picture he draws of Chriſtian 
benevolence, is ſo beautiful and engaging, 
that I would wiſh it to be read by everx 
one, as it is contained at large in hs W 
ter ene hed text is wann 7 I 


My "Ad Jefig ign n theſe whey is | 
to guard your minds againſt Envy, which is 

one of the moſt unhappy paſſions that can 
one] in che human breaſt; and, if ſuffered 
"0's 
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to break out into action, one of: FF ROY 
miſchierous to ſociety. It is the very re- 
verſe of that divine charity which fuffereth 
long, and is kind; boaſtetb not itſelf, is not 
. puffed up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, feet. 
eth not ber on; or in other words, is not 
ſelfiſb, nor 'eafily provoked, not diſpoſed to 
think evil; but which zearerb all things, bopeth 
all things, endureth all things. Charity is 
founded on humility ; and Envy is the child 
ol Pride. A vainconceit of our own merit, 
and importance, naturally leads us to think, 
| that juſtice is not done us; we compare 
ourſelves: with others, and fancy ourſelves 
more deſerving of the good things of the 
world than they. In this act of our mind, 
we rebel againſt the Lord our Maker, who 
has appointed to every one his portion ina 
life; and as this. diſcontented ſpirit conti- 
nues to work, it is no wonder that we be- 
come reſtleſs, uneaſy, and unable to enjoy f 
the many bleſſings of Providence, becauſe 
ſome one is withheld, which we imagine ne- 
| ee to our n But Envy is to 
3 955 turby- 


EEE 4% ns kur. 55 
axcbulent a Faden to abs cl in ſroides 


ob raining the obje&t it daſs; — is often | 
| not very ſerupulqus in its choice.” Hence 
proceed a long train of yices, which diſturb | 
the peace « of ſociety, and poiſon the ſources 
of enjoyment. by deſtroying mutual con- 
fidence. At is Envy, this child of hell, 
which makes men backbiters, reyilers, flan- 
derers, liars, thieyes, and. murdenets of the 
reputation, and too often of the lives of 
their felloy- creatures. It is one of the 
Fins of the ſpirit; a yeed,, which if once ſyfe | 
fered to ſpring up in the human breaſt, _ 
oa 300d diſpoſition, © _ 
and fill it with; hatred, ph and all u 
| ritableneſs. For tell me, my brethren, what ; 
virtue can dwell in the ſoul of an envious | 
man; or to what vice is he not expoſed ? 
Darkneſs is not more oppoſed to light, than 
Envy to Charity. But as, between ſup-ſhine | 
and night, there is a twilight, ſo between 
Charity and Envy, there is a virtue highly 
commendable, w MSP. * a" | 


| 
/ | | 
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AGAINST zuvr. 95 | 
and - rightly directed. You will perceive 
tha TI am going to ſpea of Emulation, 
which from your childhood you have been 
taught to conſider as a motive for action; . 
and no doubt but this principle was im- 
planted in our nature by the Great Creator, 
to anſwer wiſe purpoſes. But as it is dan- 
gerous to confound it with the odious paſ- 
ſion of Envy, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 988 
in what che difference n ; 


} 


5 Eu viarion withes! perhaps, to obtain 
. riches, or honours, or reputation, but by 
juſt and laudable means alone; Envy is 
miſerable unleſs it does obtain them, and 
will make uſe of any means it dares em- 
ploy, to gain them. EMULATION will de- 
fire a ſtate or condition like that of a perſon - | 
whom it ſuppoſes happier than itſelf; but 
Envy will facrifice the happineſs of another 
to its own, and frequently is gratified only 
in proportion as another is -mortified and 
troubled. EuvlLArfox aims, as the prin- | 
5 1 a of its ambition, at good qua- 
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lities 4d virtuous actions; 1 deſtres wealth 


or power, in order to be more uſeful, and 
to encreaſe the happineſs of others; but 
Envy does not even wiſh for the virtues of 


a ſuperior; provided it can obtain his ad- 
vantages, it is enough; and dchis, not with & -- 
deſign of doing more good, (though it may 


ſometimes impoſe upon others, and even 


upon thoſe whom it actuates, with the pre- 


text) but in reality, to procure more eaſe, 


more ſenſual enjoyment, or more ſplendour 
than it poſſeſſes. EMvuLaTIoN is contented 
and happy, whether its object be obtained 
or denied; becauſe 1 it knows that the lot is 
caſt into the lap, and that the diſpoſal thereof 
is from the Lord; but Envy is miſerable if 


it fail of ſucceſs, and unhappy, could it 


even attain err Heat of 1 its deſires. 


1 not in the nature 7 an envious man 
to be contented; his mind 18 ruffled with 


paſt guilt, and alſo diſturbed and reſtleſs 
with future projects. For could he climb 


ever o high, ſome one would ſtill be found 
\ e above 
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above him ; ; ſome object t to excite his envy, 
| and to prevent that calm ſerenity. of mind, 
740 without which no happineſs ; is to be looked 
for. Let us not fancy gurfelves free from 
this vice, becauſe we do not aim at great 
things; ; for if one of this deteſtable charac- 
ter were to raiſe himſelf from a cottage to a 
throne, his ambition would grow upon him 
by degrees, and. he would tell you, if he 
were ſincere, that he began by .envying.the 
man next in rank above himſelf; and ſo 


1 advanced from one er ſtep t to another. N 


3 me . 1 you, fellow: -qhif | 
tians, that it is as much your intereſt as it 
is your duty, to watch againſt the firſt en- 

trance of this diſpoſition into your minds. 
H appineſs f is more equally divided Among 
the ſons of men, than they are apt to ima- 

gine. The gratifications or pleaſures of 
ſenſe, as they depend on: health and a found | 
mind, are more likely t to attend upon the 
temperance of an humble roof, than n 
the luxprious. Wie of the great. The 
fatis- 
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ſatisfactions ar iGog ſrom a benevolent heart, 


may be enjoyed by him who has little to 
give, for he may be helpful to his neighbour, 
even beyond him whoſe aſſiſtance comes only 
from his purſe. The beauteous objects of 


nature, ſo well calculated to delight a well- 


informed mind, are as open to him who has 
not a foot of land that he can call his own, 
as to the weekly lord of TONY ACTES. 


| Laſtly, my brethren, but neverthelek, 


chiefly, on this liſt of general bleſſings, ſtands 


religion, which, with its privileges, comforts, 
and promiſes, belongs to all ranks. She will 
tell us, if we will attend to her inſtructions, 
that g man's life, or the happineſs of his life, 
does not conſiſt in the abundance of tbe things 
that be poſſe Nei, but in righteouſneſs of life, 


peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, that 1 is, in | 


the duties and comforts of religion; that a 
little that a righteous man bath, fs better than 


the treaſures f many wicked; and that god- 
lineſs with contentment is great gain, the 


greateſt and moſt important adyantage we 


8 


2 
0 
i 


wh)" 
— 


— 


„ 

A » 
— — 
x, py — 1 
2 * * 


N 9 "Eh 
* n * * 


* 9 * 1 * 
2 . d. ve 9 
2 : \ - . — 


— — 

A er oo 

, ZE 8 "BS 7% 
3 
9 


* * 
— 
— — p "I 
21 Kern e 
” 


r * 44 
a 


A mo py 3 * 
_ b — retrebtes. -. l : 
- 7 „„ 7 be wy 4 « T 
— , 
* £ — * % = K A han FE 2 
— of — 2 =» "1 I; 24 "$a in N er 2 EBV 7 
9 £ 7 _ — 8 2 . - Hh. - A 3 
wm — — — 2 . * ; . . 
— — 4 7 4 ——— - 90 _ — - - 2 7 — * bs Fa ATE KI 
2 7 825 5 : 7 a — — er r PEE , ” 
9 — r wr AK) SW ET 1 OS * — * * * N p 
=—_ <> + (1 2 A A * 
* 


. L ov * * 
— ä 1 © x4 8 * 0 * * 
If EE 4s 4" > a F * er oor 7 
4 ü Tn EDT 
| N „ 


Gy - 
en FER DEW" 


e — 

* 1 e * 5 

* * 4 $9 CAL 
. 7 > — 


— 
TY 


S 


— A WapoP cx 
fir. 4 of 


* SON CLAS 5 © us 
ago tn EE — ETD. 


* * a * * 
. — 2 — 8 3 — 2 of Oe 
Lal bd * - . - 
- * - —— 
% 2 — — 
—— * — — 

. oo oe _ 
;*Þ - ; 
— 


— of IIs REESE 
— 


en — 
vs x. 
— 


„% 
— np ts re 


ul - _ — _ 


: r 
— D — 200 


I 
P ”» + — 


4 22 ap — 


160 wb 
AGAINST EMV. 1 | 


e er poſſeſs i in this world. Many brd 


390 paſſages might be produced to prove this U 


truth; but as, from what has been already 
ſaid, I flatter myſelf you have ſeen the ne- 


ceſſity of baniſhing Envy from the mind, I 
ſhall not infiſt upon it further at preſent. 
The ſoul, that is free from this unhappy 
| paſſion, will be fit to receive and cheriſh 


the virtues and graces which properly be- 
long to the Chriſtian character; for in ef- 
fect, to talk of an envious Chriſtian, is an 
abſurd contradiction. Chriſtianity is a re- 


ligion of love; it is the mark by which'its 


diſciples are to be diſtinguiſhed from others; * 


and we may fafely pronounce thoſe to be no 
Chriſtians, whoſe minds are ſtrangers to this 
divine virtue; ſince, whatever other gifts and 
graces they may boaſt, whatever qualities 
they may poſſeſs, St. Paul aſſures us that, 
if they have not charity, it ſhall profit them 
nothing at that day when it n 5 | 


that the greatef of all i is charity. | 
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ON FORGIVENESS... 


Mar. vi. 14. 


For 1 ye FOO men their tre Lſpaſſes, your hea- 
 venly Father will alſo forgive you. 


WELL ma may a denn which inftrus 


mankind 70 forgive and love their ene- 

mies, to le leſs them that curſe, and to do good 
#9 thoſe who de eſpitefully uſe and Perſecute them, 

be called a religion of peace. Can there be 
any thing more generous, more noble, or 

more godlike, than thus to ſacrifice to duty, 


every revengeful paſſion; freely to forgive 


the injuries that are done to us, and even re- 
turn them with good offices if it lays in our 
* ? 
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ceiving Forgiveneſs. 


ſes 


| dal Theſe, like freſh fewel added t9 


power ? The pitch of excellence to which, 


ſuch a charitable diſpoſition and virtuous 


conduct will raiſe the ſoul that conſtantly 
acts under its influence, ſhall be firſt conſi- 


dered. My buſineſs ſhall be, ſecondly, to 
enforce the cultivation of this principle of 
love, and the practice t to which it leads, by 
the ſtrongeſt of motives, the 5 ie of * 


8 
0 
2 


Solomon obſerves, that a t anſwer 


turneth away wrath : but grievous words ſtir 


up firife; and nothing is more true. We 
may ſee, if we reflect at all upon what paſ- 


ftrife ; that one paſſionate and unguarded 
e e produces another more bitter, 
this a third, and ſo on, till, from the ſmalleſt 
beginnings, the moſt ſerious quarrels often | 
ariſe. Th 4 thus excited, will, in ſome 
minds, become a ſettled principle of hatred, | 


- which ſeeks every means of gr atifyi ing itſelf 


by ſpiteful and ill-natured acts of reſent- 


fire, f 


dus, that angry words produce 


j * * 
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N | fire, hich if not fed,” would languiſh and 
| go out, will keep alive the flame of diſcard, | 
and are known too often to terminate in the 
8 worſt conſequences. How many families 
14 have been ruined, how many reputations 
31 have been injured, and how many lives have 
— fallen a ſacrifice to the diabolical ſpirit of 
1 revenge! But let us turn from contemplat- 


ing the odious character of the wrathful man. 
fiirring up firife, to him who is flow to anger 
and appeaſeth it. How amiable a contraſt | | 
The Chriſtian, who is of a mild and peace- 
able diſpoſition, or of a forgiving character, 
for theſe are not quite the ſame thing, though 
they produce ſome of the ſame effects; will, 
by a ſoft anſwer, turn away the ſtorm that 
was gathering, He will not be eaſily pro- 
voked, he will not therefore deſignedly pro- 
voke another by a reply which, though per- 
haps juſt, may be ill-· timed, and which would 
aggravate a mind already irritated and off its 
guard. He loves man, as his fellow-crea- 
ture at leaſt, perhaps as connected more 
nearly; he is 5 therefore afflicted to ſee him 
unable 
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te to govern his paſſions, and Sr 
or doing what he knows that, in his cooler 
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moments, he will repent with bitterneſs 
It will there- 


and humiliation of * ſpirit. - 
fore be far from him to encreaſe his guilt, 


I might fay to ſhare it, by inflaming his 
anger; and thus, by perſevering meekneſs, 


oil wrath be turned away. But, as we do 


not all poſſeſs ſuch a command over our 
paſſions, and perhaps, in ſome meaſure, from 


_ conſtitutional reaſons, cannot acquire it in 


an equal degree, though all may do much 
towards it; I would lead ſuch as are of a 


more quick and haſty diſpoſition to follow _ 


the advice of the apoſtle, 10 be angry and fin 
not. 


In the firſt place, thoſe who know | 


themſelves liable to this weakneſs of mind, 4 
would do well to avoid ſuch ſituations, per- 


ſons and things, as have, on former occa- 
ſions, led them into this error. 


They ought 


alſo to curb and reſtrain the firſt riſings 


of paſſion, or, if this fail, ſhould they 
not afterwards reflect, whether by giving 


way to anger, they are not committing a 


greater 


oN FOROIVENESS. 4 


creiter fault chan that which eaiſe their in- 
dignation, and which they mean to reprove? 
Pride, which conſtantly. atzends on Anger, 
will endeavour to make us blind to our own 

deformity, and to open. our eyes only on 


that of our enemy. But, as violent anger 


is not of a nature to laſt long, let us not 


keep up the ſpirit of ill-will, by refle&ions 
on what is paſt. It is a truth, founded on 
frequent experience, that in diſputes there 
are faults on both ſides : we have ſomething 


to be forgiven, as well as ſomething to for- 
give. If however we feel ou ſelves greatly 
injured, let us rejoice in the opportunity it 
affords us to forgive, and thus do our part 
towards reconciliation. The fincerity of 
this forgiveneſs muſt be ſhewn, by. avoid- 
ing in future every thing that might offend 
or injure the perſon thus pardoned. © This 


does not, however, require of us, if we 
have diſcovered any thing bad in his diſpo- ; 


fition, that we again lay ourſelves open to 


be hurt by it: The prudence of 'the ferpint 


e caution, wh tle * innocence of the 
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46 on FORGIVENESS.) 


theo will prevent avon ſuſpicions, and 
lead us to do good againſt evil. F eur 
enemy bun ger, we ſhall feed him : i be ap 
We ſhall give him drink. 


2 


| YG abhorrence of vice cannot be too 
great, but, while we hate the ſin, we ought 
to feel compaſſion, not hatred, for the ſin-⸗ 
ner; for indeed none are greater obje@s -* 


ZE 
pity. To reclaim the 2 ge 8 


— W the greateſt ex- 


83 Tuarity, and zo ſave a ſoul from death, 


has the promiſe of a diſtinguiſhed reward. 


But i it is only the benevolent mind, who can 


Forgroe men their treſpaſſes, that will ever go 
about, or effect this. Let us now ſee the 
importance of obeying this command, by 
the value of the reward propoſed, 2 our lau- b 
 wenly Father will a o 1 . 


* 


** here; l me entreat you to enter 


ins your own hearts, and to conſider wat 
. anſwer you will make when I aſk you, have 
| You not much to be forgiven ? The beſt of 


en \vonGrviwess. 47 
men et! 1 great need of mercy from that 


God, whoſe laws they have broken, and 
who encourages them to pray for daily _ 


giveneſs. We have not, ſome of us 


leaſt, enormous crimes to repent of, -6}4 in 
many things <ve'all offend ; 17 4 that, we 
have ſecret fins t6 account for 


By ſecret 
fins, I mean not fuch as are hidden from 


the world, but ſuch as we do not ourſelves 


attend to. Omifſions of good actions, 


which we ought to have performed, but 


which are often neglected from careleflnels 
and inattention, render us guilty before G0. 
Our Saviour, when deſcribing the laſt jucig- 
ment, condemns the wicked not onÞy for 
poſitive crimes, for they carry thei: con- 


demnation With them, but for neglect of 
duties. 7 was an Bungty, and Ye gave me 70 


meat; thirfly, and ye gave me. 10 drink; F 
was a Prranger, and r took me mot m: : naked; 


ond ye clothed me not: ck, and in pri ion, 


and ye wif ted me not. We are all more or 


less viky of theſe neglects. Perhaps you 


led at the e aceulation of negledt- 
ing 
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ing your Lord and Maſter in ſuch eircum- 
ſtances; but attend to what follows ; ing. 
much! as. 9 did not theſe. offices of humanity 1 
to the leaſt of theſe, Ye did them not unto me. 
1 then the puniſhment denounced againſt 
mot doing, be thus ſevere, what will be- 
come of thoſe who are continually engaged 
in the commiſſion of actual crimes? If the 


| _ righteous, are ſaved with difficulty, who need | 


ſo much watchfulneſs over themſelves, and I 
fo much mercy from their judge; where ſhall 
the ungod! ly and the ſinner appear? How com- 
fortable then is it, amidſt the conviction of 
our own unworthineſs, to reflect, that if wre 
forgive, we ſhall be forgiven. Let us re- 
joice in every opportunity of exerciſing this 
divine virtue, that, when we look back 
upon our lives our hearts may not accuſe 


us of malignity.. Then ſhall we bave.cog- 
fidence towards God, that he will fulfil his 
"R promiſe of pardon. through Jeſus. Chriſt, : 
who pronounced a bleſſing en tbe 


1 ba in that they ſhould be called the hi. 


eres of Cod. Conley tg N. bes 6p 
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| of God, is to enjoy his protection here, and ; 


to obtain an inheritance of happineſs and 


glory hereafter ; which may he, in infinite 


mercy, grant to each of us, through the 
merits and interceſſion of our Redeemer, - 
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O THE RULE OF CHRISTIAN EQUITY, © 


1 


f 15 / 
{4 
; | 
- 


MATTHEW vII. ver. 12. 
f | 14: 


| Thagfore all thin gs whatſoever ye would that . 
men ſhould do unto you, do ye even fo to 
them, for this is ow law and. the prophets. | 


T is. the end and aeg of all religion, 

by amending the hearts, to regulate the 
lives of its profeſſors. In the preſent caſe, 
our own happineſs, and that of our fellow- 
creatures, depend on our obſervance of this 
plain and valuable precept, delivered by the 


1 Saviour of mankind to all, even the meaneſt | 


of his followers. It is ſuited to every capa- 


cCit eve very ra f life, 
city, to every age, to every rank of life, 
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ON THE RULE OF CHRISTIAN EQUITY, [ 1 
to every ſituation in which it is poſſible to 
be placed; and is, in itſelf, a compleat ſy- 
tem of morality, - It is the ſum of all that 


Moſes and the Prophets ever taught, the 


Jews. It has, from its ſuperior excellence, 


been called the Golden rule; and were it as 


univerſally followed, as it is generally known 


and underſtood, it would make a great 


change | in human affairs, and be the begin 

ning of heaven here below. Who among 
us has not heard; or are there any Wh 
cannot comprehend this precept? If it is 

then generally known and underſtood, _ it 
muſt follow that all Chriſtians, high or low, 
rich or poor, earned or ignorant, will be 
judged by it. But though the law is thus 
binding upon all, it is to the poor and un- | 
learned that I addreſs myſelf; becauſe _ . 
am conſcious that, by giving them inſtruc- 
tion, and calling their attention to the im- 
portant concerns of eternity, I may pro; 


mote their happineſs, the comfort of all 


with whom they are connected, and even 
national proſperity, which muſt depend upon 
D 2 W 
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4 ON THE RULE or CHRISTIAN EQUITY, 
the conduct of individuals. The poor, and 
what are called the middling ranks, are b) 
far the moſt numerous in every ſociety : if 
therefore they be gained over to the ſide of 
religion and virtue, what a happy and proſ- 
perous people ſhall we be! Let us examine 
the conduct of ſuch as obey this command 
. of their Lord. Suppoſe them in a ſtate of 
ſervitude, will they not be honeſt and faith- 
ful in every thing committed to their charge? 
Many, no doubt there are, who, though 
they do not profeſs ſtrictly to follow the 
precept in my text, would ſcruple to de- 
fraud their maſter of money, or of ſueh 
things as they expect to be called to an ac- 
ceunt for, but who, nevertheleſs, for want 
of this principle, will neglect his intereſt, 
and waſte his time and ſubſtance, by in- 
attention, lazineſs and extravagance. But 
the upright domeſtic, inſtead of thus con- 
tributing to the ruin of the family in which 
he ſerves, will ſay to himſelf, how fhould 
like to be thus impoſed upon by thoſe in 
whom I am obliged to confide ? Should! 
; not 
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- ON THE RULE OF CHRISTIAN EQUITY. 53 


| not wiſh for honeſt, diligent! ſervants? Let 
me therefore be that virtuous character; 

jet me ſerve my. maſter, not with eye ſar- 
vice; making a deceitful parade of my at- 
tention to his intereſt, that he may be leſs - 
upon his guard and more ealily impoſed. 
upon, but let me ſerve him with fidelity and 

| - ſingleneſs, i. e. honeſty of heart. 


What art, what cunning is neceſſary to 


carry on ſchemes of wickedneſs ! what con- 
ſtant anxiety and fear of detection muſt the 
guilty undergo ! beſides the reproaches of 
conſcience, which, though hidden from the 
world, are too well knowa to themſelves to 
leave them any comfort. There is no peace 
to the wicked ſaith my God; their minds are 
repreſented as like to the ocean, after a 
ſtorm, toſſed and troubled. But how peace- 
ful and happy is the man, in whatever con- 
dition of life, whether a domeſtic, a me- 
chanic, or a tradeſman, who, when tempt- 
ed to injure another, aſks himſelf this ſhort 
and plain queſtion ; * How ſhould I like, in 
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„ 


His place, to be thus treated L* Such a queſ- 


tion would be followed by an anſwer, which 
would prevent any act that a man would 


with to conceal from the world of men or 


of angels, —It 1 is impoſſible, and it is even 
needleſs, to particulariſe the ſeveral caſes i in 
which the rule above-mentioned ought to 


be applied; becauſe as the year is made up 


of moments, ſo is our conduct in life com- 
poſed of ſmall, and of what are called 
trifling actions, more than of great things, 
But Jearn, my brethren, that there is no- 
thing inconſiderable, becauſe one thing im- 
perceptibly leads to another ; and he who 
once wanders. from the right road, is liable 


to ſtray he knows not whither. His only 


fafety lies in his return; for every ſtep he 


proceeds will increaſe his difficulties. This 


figure is truly applicable to our conduct in 
Hife. Few dare to be openly vicious; thoſe 
among the lower ranks, who will not keep 
up the appearance of virtue, defeat their 
own purpoſes, and run on haſtily to deſtruc- 
tion, becauſe their character and reputation 
. | is 
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is all their dependence. If therefore you are 
not good, your intereſt requires, at leaſt, that 


you endeavour to appear ſo. But remem- 
ber that, to impoſe yourſelf upon the world 


for what you are not, is to be guilty of hy- 

pocriſy, and that fuch ſhall not enter into 
tbe kingdom of heaven; they ſhall not d well 
in the preſence of the God of truth. De- 
ceit and guile are the conſtant attendants | 
on guilt, and it is probably on this account, 
that our Divine Maſter expreſſed unvſual 
ſeverity againſt hypocrify. When there- | 
fore you are tempted to hide any action, ; 


ſuſpect its nature, try it by the facred rule 
of my text, and you will probably find there 


is ſomething in it wrong. Let not the diſ- 
covery, if once you have made it, paſs 
unimproved: recover yourſelf before it is 
too late, and do not ſeek, by new fins, to 
cover the old. It is too often obſerved, that 
vice is accompanied with vice, and that 
crimes linked to crimes, form a fatal chain 
to bind the unhappy creature who ſubmits 
to be its ſlave; whereas virtue is liberty, 


_ 


; 9 


56. oN THE RULE OF CHRISTIAN 20 r0prrr. 
and infinitely leſs paing are required to be 
virtuous, than to be wicked. Who would 
not then ſow the good ſeed of righteouſ- 
neſs, that they might reap its peaceable 

and happy fruits? Who would not prefer 

honor, credit, and ſupport, to ſhame, : 
proach, and diftruſt ? Who would not ſeek 

a a quiet and eaſy conſcience, rather than be 
expoſed to the torments of ſelf- condemna- 

tion? And who, when they come to their 
laſt hour, would not wiſh ſo to have paſſed 
through this ſtate of education, as to feel 
themſelves qualified for the reward that is 
to. follow? If this be our caſe, we ſhall | 

aſſuredly receive a crown of glory, for tbe 


fake and through the mediation af our 
bleſſed Redeemer, 1 05 
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SERMON vn. 


on INDIFFERENCE IN RELIGION. 


LUKE XIV, I6—24. 


Then ſaid be unto them, a certain man made a 
great ſupper and bade many. And ſent his. 
ſervant at ſupper time to ſay to them that 
were bidden, come, for all things are now 
ready. And they all with one conſent began 
to make excuſe : the firſt ſaid unto him I 
have bought a piece of ground, and I muſt 
needs go and ſee it: I pray thee have me 
excuſed. And another ſaid I have bought 
ve yoke of oxen, and ] go to prove them; 
J pray thee have me excuſed. And another 
ſaid ] have married a'wife and therefore I 
cannot come, &c. 
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a ON INDIFFERENCE IN. RELIGION, 


'HIS parable, though particularly in- 
tended to reprove the Jews for their 


e of the Meſſiah, is nevertheleſs de- 
ſigned as a warning to the negligent and 
worldly-minded Chriſtian: and in this view 
J mean to conſider it, becauſe it affords a 

ſtriking inſtance, that a too great attach- 
ment to this world, even in its lawful callings 
and innocent occupations, will unfit us for 
Aa better. The perſons here repreſented as 
ſhut out from the kingdom of heaven, are 
not profligate abandoned ſinners ; they are 
not murderers, blaſphemers, liars or hypo- 
crites, but ſimply ſuch as have no taſte or 
inclination for a nobler and better life. 
Were it put to their choice, whether they 
would be happy or miſerable hereaſter, they 
would certainly prefer the former; but it 
is not ſuch a decided preference as will lead 
them to give up the ſmalleſt worldly grati- 
fication ; or to ſacrifice any inclination that 
ſtands between them and the Prize. What 
then can we ſay of creatures ſo inattentive 
to their intereſt, ſo careleſs and indifferent 
about 
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about futurity ? / Charity will weep over their 


ſtupidity, and endeavour, before it is too 
late, to awaken them to a ſenſe of their 


danger; but it muſt depend upon them- 


ſelves to value and to {eek after à felicity 
which will never be beſtowed, where it is 
not t deſired with lincerity and e 


This life is but the infancy of our exiſt- 
ence, in which we are to be trained for hea- 
ven. Nothing can be more uncertain than 
our ſtay here; to ſome it is but a momen- 
tary period ; ; to others it conſiſts of a few 
years; to all life is ſhort; and yet we act 
as if we were born for ages. What care, 
what toil, what anxiety to ſecure poſſeſſions 
which we may be required to leave to-mor- 
row! What labour to obtain the ſhadow ; 
what negle& of the. ſubſtance! Every 
thought, word or action of the worldly- _ 
minded man, relates ſolely to the preſent 
ſtate; whereas the ſame things, innocent 
within proper limits, might be rendered 
excellent, if done with a view to the appro- 
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bation of God and of our own conſcience. 
We may, and- ought to be, induſtrious | in 
our callings, whether we labour for our- 
ſelves or others; we may, in an honeſt man- 


the affairs of life the concern they deſerve; 
but to think of nothing elſe, to deſire no- 
thing beyond it, is to affront him who has 
provided us better enjayments, and has 
- commanded us 7o ſeek firſt the kingdom of 
God, and bis righteouſneſs. How think ye, 
| ſhall that man excuſe himſelf to his maker, 
whoſe whole life has been employed in the 
low concerns of what be ſhould eat or drink, _ 
or where-withal - he ſhould be clothed, and 
neglected every proviſion for his ſoul, nor 
even thought of what would become of it? 


mitted, in placing that Ia, which ſhould 
have been fir.” Can we wonder that he, 
who has never aſked; ſhould not receive; 
or that the door ſhould not be opened to 
him, who has not knocked | ? Now is the 
re ta lime, 10w is the day of ſalvatim. 
"7" 


ner, provide for our children, and give to 


He will find the ſad miſtake he has com- | 
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The meat that periſheth, and the body that 


decayeth, are not worth the pains and la- 


bour we too frequently beſtow upon them; 


but the ſoul, which endureth to everlaſting 


ages, truly merits our ſolicitude, and will 
repay our utmoſt concern by an eternity of 
bliſs. Let us not then reſemble thoſe ne- 
gligent gueſts who caſt contempt upon the 
entertainment provided for them, by lay- 


ing hold of every occupation as an cape | 


for not attending «py it. 


God, in his word, RY in the citing of 
his Providence, warns us againſt, and every 


where diſcourages too great an attachment 
to the concerns of this life. Love not the 


world, nor the things of the world, is the 


language of the former. The rich are cer- 
tainly in great danger of tranſgreſſing this 
precept; but it is not they alone who ne- 


glect religion; the middling ranks and the | 


poor are alike chargeable with this extreme 
tolly ; and all from =" ow reaſon, becauſe . 
2000 


6 20 INDIFFERENCE IN RELIGION; 
the love of the Father i is not in them. Nor is 
the voice of God leſs diſtin& in the diſpo- 
ſals of his providence. How often do we 
ſee the careful and the cunning miſs of 
their ends, and diſappointment coming upon 

them in the midſt of their purſuits; or death 
cutting them off, when they have compaſſed 
the Height of their wiſhes. Shall we never 
learn wiſdom from inſtances like theſe, which 
are daily preſenting themſelyes before us, 
like friendly meſſengers ſent with gracious 
warnings from heaven? Cultivate | then, 
my brethren, the love of God, and his ap- 
probation and favour will be the firſt things. | 
' fought after. Caſt all your care upon him, 
who is the maſter of all events, and of all 
worlds, and he will ſuit your condition, to 
your greateſt advantage, and make all things 
work together for good ; for who hath ever 
ſeen the righteous forſaken, or his ſeed beg 
ging bread? Should they even appear to 
be fo for a time, their afflictions are the 
eon of a kind yn deſigned for 
their 
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their benefit, and are more truly bleſſings 


than that eaſe and proſperity we are all ſo 
apt to deſire. Let us pray with Agar for 
the food (1. e.) the ſtate convenient for us, 
leſt being full of proſperity we deny the Lord 
our God, or left pinched with bitter poverty, 
we Heal, and, with a murmuring and dif- 
contented voice, _ the name * our God 
in vain, : 


— 


If, then, we know theſe things, - happy are 
we if we do them. If upon a cool exami- 
nation they appear to us juſt and reaſon- 
able, let us act at all times ſteadily and con- 
ſiſtently, not as if they were at one time 
true, and at another falſe. The object is 
too ſerious, and the conſequences too im- 
portant, to be treated with ſuch levity; for 
could we even receive in exchange for our 
future happineſs, all the kingdoms of the 
world and the glory of them, during a life 
much longer than the fourſcore years allot- 
ted to mortal man, we ſhould be fools to 
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9 ſo unprofitable a bargain. Shall W 
thoſe to whom 1 am ſpeaking, who can er iz 


pe& nothing beyond a bare ſubſiſtence, or 


at moſt a decent maintenance, as the re- 
ward of their labour here, trifle with the 
' happineſs which they may be ſure. of ob- 
taining hereafter, if it be not their own 
fault? I cannot ſupport the idea, that thoſe 
' who have comparatively but little in this 
world, ſhould by their own folly have no- 


thing in that which is to come. Nothing 


did I fay? Alas! my friends, you know chat 


as you cannot act thus without a crime 


here, ſo you cannot eſcape a dreadful pu- . 


niſhment hereafter. 


of your duty. 


Let me then exhort you, who are not 
rich in- chis world, to attend to the whole 
Be of a meek and humble 
mind, and ye ſhall be bleſſed; be merciful, 
and ye ſhall obtain mercy: be pure in heart, 
and ye ſhall ſee-God; ſee him in his works, 
in ,.- and in his providence here, and be admit- 
I "> 0G 


. 
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 -ted near his preſence. hereafter. Be lovers 
and promoters of peace, and ye ſhall be \ 
called the children of God. Be honeſt and 
contented ; be induſtrious while you can; 
"34 and, if ſickneſs or diſtreſs come upon you, 
8 be patient and ſubmiſſive under it. T be 5 
Pious and the Good will take pleaſure in 
aſſiſting you; but above all, the comforts 
of religion will be yours. Is not your con- 
dition in life honored; by having been the 
choice of the Saviour of the world, Wo 
could as eaſily have been born in a palace, 
as in a ſtable? Few of you are ſo poor, 
and none ſo diſtreſſed as he, who was de- 
foiſed and rejected of men, a man of forrows, 
and acquainted with grief. His ear will ne- 
ver be deaf to the cries of the heavy-laden, 
who are directed to come to him for reſt. 
This kind and compaſſionate Saviour has 
alſo recommended your caſe to the charit- 
able diſpoſitions of the rich in the ſtrongeſt * 
terms, by declaring that whatever they did 
towards the relief of his poor brethren, he _ 
confi. - 
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gether in the preſence of God 


and of his Chriſt. Amen. 
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et 
1 CoR, x. 31. 
Therefore whether ye eat or drink, or whatſe= 
ever ye do, do all to-the glory Gad. 
T HE Chriſtian religion has been very 
Lill underſtood, and very improperly 
repreſented by thoſe, who make a retire- 
ment trorn the world, from its occupations, | 
its enjoyments, and its duties, a neceſilary * 
preparation for heaven. Mankind have ever 
ſhewn a propenſity to. run into extremes, 
N whereas wiſdom and fafety lie in the middle 


courſe. It is not, indeed, the error of this 
| | country 


+2 
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country in the preſent day, to retire into 
the cloyſters of monks, or into the cells of 
hermits, in order to avoid the temptations. 
of this world ; and, by a life of contempla- 
tion and ſelf-denial, to prepare for another. 

It is an oppoſite, but not leſs fatal mad- 
neſs, that infects the world in our time. 
It is thoughtleſs diſſipation and unbounded 
luxury in the higher ranks ; negle& and 
- ſtupidity in the middling and inferior ſta- 
tions, and in all ſenſuality and ſelfiſhneſs, 
Man is placed by his Maker in a ſtate be- 
tween the angel and the brute. His ſupe- 
rior faculties of reaſon and underſtanding, 
by which he is capable of ſo many and great 

improvements in the manner of his exiſt- 
ence, and of the worſhip and ſervice of his 

Creator, connect him with a nobler and 
better life, and are the links of the chain 
_ which unite him with the angelic world. 
But he has alſo a body, and muſt attend to 
its demands. His own wants, and thoſe of 

perſons dependant upon him, call for con- 
ſtant ſupplies; and much of his time and 

thoughts 
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chonghit muſt neceſſarily be beſtowed upon 
them; this then is his animal nature. The 
encreaſe of trade, and the improvements in 
ſociety, have increaſed the number of our 
wants in every ſtation of life. Luxury 
has baniſhed ſimplicity, which exiſts not 
among us in reality, though its appearance 


4 is ſometimes affected. But be that as it 
d may, one thing is certain; that our Crea- 
— tor, who, by his bounty, has given us ſo 
. many good things richly to enjoy, is not of- 
- fended with our 2e, but only with our abuſe 
3 of his benefits; and juſtly requires to be 
g glorified in all. Let us examine the mean- 
- ing of this, and ſee how all may comply 
MF with the precept. 

nd In the firſt place, it is "neceſſary ts have 
ain * juſt notions of this life, as.a preparation for 
1d. a better, and not to ſuppoſe that thoſe things, 
to which are given us here only for our com- 


fort and refreſhment, were deſigned as the 
chief object and end of our exiſtence. Can 
any, except a fool, ſay to his ſoul, ler us 


eat 


0 A vnrvaRSALLY. 


eat Sri drink, for to-morrow we 4 ? La- 
bour and reſt, food and raiment, are all 5 
neceſſary while we inhabit this body; and 


the goodneſs of God has fo formed us, 


that we can take pleaſure in what is need- 


ful for our preſervation, and that an atten- 
tion to theſe things may become not only 
innocent, but even praiſe-worthy, by ob- 
ſerving the dictates of reaſon and religion. 


When we have thus obtained juſt notions 


concerning our preſent ſtate, we ſhall be led 


to enquire with eagerneſs, what we are to 


do to inherit eternal life, ſeeing this life is as 
a ſhadow which paſſeth away? To do juſtice, 


to love mercy, and to walk bumbly with your 
Cod; are the terms of acceptance, through 


Jeſus Chriſt. Would you glorify the great 


Creator, whom you love and worſhip, it 
mult be by performing the duties of your 
ſtation; by induſtriouſly and honeſtly labour- 
ing with your hands, to provide things ne- 
ceſſary for your ſupport, according to your 
ſituation in the world; and by endeavour- 


ing 
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ing to have ſomething, Where with to aſſiſt 
thoſe whom age, ſickneſs, or poverty, have 
reduced to a condition of want. This is 
| glorifying God with your ſubſtance, be it 
little or much. The widow's mite was no- 
ticed and com mended by the charitable 
Saviour of the world, who approved the 
heart whence it proceeded, when larger 

gits. were overlooked. We farther glorify 
God, when we make a reaſonable and tem- 


perate uſe of the good things of this world: 


exceſs in any of them is criminal; I will 
not ſay brutiſh, becauſe animals are rarely 
guilty of it; but I will ſay, that it ſinks _ 
man below the creatures he deſpiſes. How 
muſt it then unfit him for riſing to the na- 
ture of angels when he leaves this world ! 
How muſt every ſort of intemperance put 
a ſtop tothe improvement of his mind, 
and render him incapable, even of the defire 
of loving and ſerving his great Creator! 
Exceſs is alſo marked with the diſapproba- 
tion of the Almighty. by the various evils 
which follow 1 it even ahn werd. It occa- 


ſions 
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ſions diforder i in a man's i and waſtes 


his ſubſtance in a very few years: it bring 
not only poverty, but diſeaſe. in its train; 
for if health is the child of te mperance, 
pain and wretchedneſs are the offspring of. 
exceſs, Would you, therefore, poſſeſs the 
greateſt of earthly bleſſings, a ſound mind 
in a ſound body, let me entreat you to 
glorify God by a ſober uſe of his gifts; 
- this will, by a natural conſequence,” pre- 
ſerve your body in health, and your mind 
in ſuch a ſtate of vigour, as ſhall fit it for 
the exertions of your callings, and enable 


you to conduct your affairs with wiſdom, 165 


and probably with ſy cceſs. 


> | 


If I have weak you that what I re- 


commend is your intereſt, even were it not 
your duty, it will follow that all may, as 

well as ought, to comply with the precept in 

my text. And will you be inſenſible to the 


goodneſs of your Heavenly Father, who 
leads you to ſeek your advantage here, and 
Nes reward hereafter 1 in the ſame road, a 

road 


bo ra te 
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s road which lies open to all his creatures? 

s BM Let us then abſtain from every thing. 5 

1 diſapproves; ; not becauſe we have no ineli- } YN 
J nation to tranſgreſs, or becauſe it would in- "oY 
f. ſure our temporal intereſt, for this would 
- be to loſe the reward of our obedience, but | 
becauſe it is diſpleaſing to our Creator. _ 
) This fear, arifing from love, converts every, 4 
1 even the moſt common action, into religion. —** 
, © by what the Pſalmiſt calls, ſerting the Lord © ll 
| always before US; and will naturally be: 8 


tended and nouriſhed by acts of devotion, 
= which will tend to render it a fixed princi- {> 
ple, governing all our actions; for he that 
offereth praiſe, glorifieth God, and to him, who 
ordereth his converſation aright, will I ſhe 
my Jan JP” lle W . 5 
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7 HO. that reflects upon 1 Fora 
ration, in a moment when the paſ- 


ſions are calm, but will ſee that a religious 


and virtuous conduct natural y leads to our 


greateſt happineſs here and hereafter. Per- 
haps ſome of the perſons, to whom I ad- 
- dreſs theſe diſcourſes, may never have at- 
tended to this truth, nor conſidered it other- 
| wiſe: than in a general manner. I ſhall, 
therefore, endeavour to make them tho- 
roughly ſenſible, that 70 fear God and es 


5 


ON THE ADVANTAGES, &c. 
* Wy 1 i 4 1 5 ; 5 | | 
bis commandments, is the whole of man, wn 
reſpect to his intereſt as well as his ary, and 
will produce, even in this world, greater com- 
fort and happineſs than a N conduct. 


I ſhall begin by examining the character of 
ſuch as do not ſet the Lord Before them, and 


ol whom it may be faid, that be is not in all 
their thoughts. 


It is needleſs to inſiſt on what every one 
will ſee at the firſt glance, namely, that 
drunkenneſs, even though it ' ſhould not 
lead to quarrels, blood-ſhed, and murder, 
which too often "await it, will be followed 
by ſickneſs. and poverty; that the fin of 
debauchery is puniſhed in this life with ike . 
dreadful conſequences ; and that every degree 
of theft and diſhoneſty tends to ſhame, and 
not ſeldom to public puniſhment. He that 
has ears to hear, and eyes to ſee, let him ob- 7 
ſerve whether theſe things be not ſo. But 1 
tough ſuch as ſuffer from their being wholl _ 
abandoned to theſe crimes, may be, and are 
intended to ſerve as warnings to others, as 
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-the wreck of 4 ſhip will deter the failor * 
from venturing his veſſel near the ſame 
fatal rock; yet there is little reaſon to hope, 

that ſuch ſinners will ſeek reflection or in- 
ſtruction from religious books.  Refletfion 


ſeems their enemy, becauſe it is agony to 


thoſe who have only a black liſt of crimes I 
to contemplate i in · paſt life, and whoſe proſ- 
pect in futurity, both here and hereafter, 


offers nothing deſirable. Should theſe ex- 


hortations, however, fall into the hands of 


any of this' wretched character, I would 
not ſhut the. door of mercy upon them, 
but perſuade them to repentance and amend- 


ment, for there is mercy with God in Chriſt 


Jeſus, that he may be feared. It is difficult 


to correct bad habits, but it is not impoſ- 
ſible; it is difficult to recover the good | 
opinion of mankind, when, by a conſtant | 
5 courſe of vice, we have forfeited our claim 


to it; God alone can aſſiſt our endeavours 


in the former, and perſeverance, by prov- 


ing the ſincerity of our amendment, can 


Inly entitle us to the latter. But as viee, 
, - 5 4 IH : 28 


* W 
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as well as virtue, grows by degrees, it is 
more particularly my aim to ſecure - the 
- youthful heart, before it is corrupted ; and. 
to ſtop thoſe who have not ventured ſuch 
lengths in wickednels as to have confounded 
every ſenſe of right and wrong, loſt every 
deſire of pleaſing their Maker, and of ob- 
taining the favour, protection, and counte- 
nance of good men, - Happy are thoſe who 
are early taught to conſider themſelves, every 
moment of their lives, as in the ſight of the 
Being who made them. If we conſidered 
that from his eyes no darkneſs can hide, no 
fecrecy can veil our thoughts any more than 
our actions, we ſhould not ſurely dare to 
inſult his purity, by indulging ſuch thoughts 
as we ſhould be aſhamed to diſcover to our 
{cllow-mortals ;- or to be guilty of- actions, 
which by ſeeking to conceal, we acknow- 
ledge to be bad. And yet, unreaſonable 
and ſenſeleſs as ſuch a conduct appears, it 1 
is neee A vey hour. e 
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Men begin their career of vice, 5 ne- 
arg their duty to God; they omit from 
_ \difinclination and lazineſs, more than from 
want of time, which they make as an ex- 
cuſe, their daily prayers, that are — 
manded, not becauſe they are profitable to 
| God, but becauſe they are proper to remind 
us of our dependence on him, and of our 
being accountable creatures. To this is 
added the neglect of public worſhip, or if, 
perhaps, from motives of vanity, it is not 
wholly laid aſide, how is it attended? Ma- 
ny, I fear, neither recollect to whom they 
- a praying, nor even wiſn for the bleſings . 
they join in aſking. They ſeck no inſtruc- 
tion from the ſermons they hear, however 
greatly they need it; but during that quiet 
interval, either remain in a ſenſeleſs ſtupi- 
dity, approaching to ſleep; or, if they 
«think at all, I may ſay, that their thoughts 
are altogether vanity. Thus, while days and - 
| years paſs away, are they unmindful of their 
duty to God, forgetful of the deſign of their 
being, and inattentive 'to its wee, 
| . 


- RELIGIOUS CONDUCT. 79 
Should ſickneſs or death force themſelves © 
upon their thoughts, as they juſtly fear to 
account for an ill-ſpent life, they flatter _ 
_ themſelves that their end 18 "er very re- ” 
mote. OR LON oh re os a one 

0 1 5 . 

I have here been deſcribing the . 
 unthinking creature, of whom I fear there 
are too many amongſt us, and who may 
for a while maintain a certain reputation. 
Such a one may be honeſt, if he be ſur- 
rounded with good examples; he may be 
temperate, if his paffions be not violent; 
he may be diligent, if of a conſtitution _ 
naturally active; and he may thus eſcape 
the inconvenient and ſhameful conſequences 
of open crimes. But how will fuch a one 
reſiſt the violence of temptation, from the 
perſuaſions and examples of wicked men; 
or from the ſtrength of paſſions, which he 
has ſuffered to grow ungovernable, by never 
having curbed and reftrained them? How 
will thoſe maintain their integrity, into 
whoſe heart it never enters to ſay with Jo- 


ts 


— 
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ſeph, bow ſhall I do this great evil, 1 95 5 


i againſt God? Can we expect, that thoſe who 


violate their duty to- their Maker, ſhould 
not, when occaſion offers, break through 
that which they owe to their neighbour and 


themſelves? Surely the one muſt follow the 


other; for the love of God. is the only 
ſecurity for that of his creatures. He Who 
is without this foundation, may be com- 


pared to 4 age brilt 15 be and. 


. 


We are placed hare. am my as on a | 
ſtage of action; each has his part allotted 
en and it matters very little whether it 


be that of a king or a cottager, provided 


it be well performed. Providence has ap- 
pointed different ranks among his creatures, 
tat the happineſs of all might be ſecured. z 


| «We that has few talents may be as virtuous 


bere, and as happy hereafter, as he who has 
many. He may endeavour to do his duty; 
be may be honeſt in the ſtricteſt Tenſe, and 
in the higheſt degree, by never waſting the 
ſubſtance of others, or that 7ime which he 
. I has 
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bas bold to them for the conſideration of 5 | 


food or wages. And let me aſk; Whether 
a diligent, honeſt, peaceable character, Has 
not a greater chance of happineſs” here, 
and of reward hereafter, than the negligent 
thoughtleſf creature T| have been deſerib 
ing? for I will not affront your judgment, 
by comparing a virtuous man, with one 
openly vicious and profane, who, like a wild 
beaſt, does miſchief in ſociety, and muſt 
therefore be confined or cut off. Ves, my 
brethren, godlineſs is profitable for both : 
worlds. Who, that poſſeſſeth a valuable 
ſervant, but would reſpect and eſteem his 
character; lighten, by condeſcenſion an 
kindneſs, his ſtate of ſervitude, and ſhe , 
him, in a maſter, a protector and a friend k 
Would he forſake him in ſickneſs or age? 
no; he would ſuccour him in diſtreſs, either 
by his owh means, or if they failed, by his 
intereſt with others. But were it even poſ- 
ſible, that from incapacity, or the ſelfiſfr 
inſenſibility of men, ſuch a one ſhould be 
3 for a while, yet the teſtimony of 
E 1 : 2 good 
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d conſcience will comfort and fappart 


him; and he is faithful who, has promiſed: 
the ſoyereign of the uniyerſe is never ata | 
loſs for means to vindicate and reward his 
9 ſervants; and when father and mother for- 
ſake them, he will take them up. At moſt, 
dhe ſeaſon of affliction is ſhort; and will 


1 give place to a ſtate of perfe& joy, 


contentment and eaſe, to thoſe who have 
__ Atted themſelves for it. But it is as impoſſi- 
ble for an artful, ſelfiſh, wicked mind, to 
be happy even in heaven, could he gain 
| admittance there, as for an honeſt, virtuous, 
nble Chriſtian, to be utterly miſerable in 
any ſtate, or in any world; for it is the in- 
| ward frame, more than the outward circum- 
 Rances, which make men happy or miſe- 


hu 
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5 us n think crate on hols : 
"2 chings, and we ſhall feel the power of this 
truth, chat gadlingſ is great gain. Let us 

guard our hearts againſt the indulgence of 
_ evil eee as the beſt means of prevent 
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ing bad actions. Let us ſeek the approba - 
tion of the great ſearcher of hearts, and 


whenever we have offended, ſpeedily return - 


to him with repentance and amendment: 
thus ſhall we experience the truth of my 
text, that Godlineſs is profitable for all things, 
and has the promiſe of the life that now is, 
and of that WHICH 1 #s to come. 
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How FRY better is it to get wi gabe fan alt; 
and to get nnn e, to do 95 ; 
than filver of | 
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make choice between two objedts, 
it is neceſſary, in order to his determining 
with advantage, that he ſhould be well ac- 
quainted with the value of each. In caſes 
Where his own wiſdom is defeRive, it will 
be both prudent and natural in him to ap- 
ply for advice to ſuch as by a better-under- 
ſtanding, or the experience of a longer life, 
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modeſt, merit, offien to of a pins en- 


gaging to conduct us, through: life with _ 
ſafety, though perhaps with leſs eaſe and 


grandeur than. riches may promiſe. - The 


former allures by flattery, and often diſap- 


points its followers of what it had given them 


reaſon to expect; whereas Wiſdom very fre- 


quently beſtows unpromiſed benefits: for 


worldly proſperity is not ſeldom the atten- 
dent on virtue. Let us then examine whe- 

ther the deciſion made by Solomon in favor 
of Wiſdom be juſt, and if it be found ſuch, 
let us determine our choice by his advice.. - 


5 rs PT 


Vom, throughout. the whole of the 


book of Proverbs, ſignifies yirtue or reli- 


gion, as folly ſtands for vice. When, there- ; 
fare, wiſdom. i 18 ſet 1 in . to riches, 
— i | 


85 
As ſoon as we begin to think and act for 
ourſelues, two very different objects preſent 
themſelves to our view, and ſolicit our pur- 
ſuit; Wealth, wth the many advantages it 
beſtows, | are us to en in the packs 
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it is not becauſe 


repreſented as declaring 


to (enjoy its a 


P antages And pleaſures within 


on entering into liſe, has determined to be vir- 


_ tyous, has not therefore reſolved to be poor; 


he has only engaged himſelf not to be dif- 


honeſt in order to be rich. Induſtry and 
ingenuity are, under the divine bleſſing, * 
dependence, and theſe will often obtain 5 


what avarice and injliſtice fail in acquiring; 


an Wiſdom is faid to -dwelt* with Prudenct, + 
and to find out knowledge of witty inventions. - 


nn is the reſult of reflection, it is 


wiſdom in action. A prudent man will 
avoid ſuch riſks' as. always endanger, | and 
very frequently totally overthrow, che for- 
runes of thoſe, 'who tempted by abarice, 
ſtake their whole property in order to en- 
0 e 1 


ſe they a an enemies to 

each other: on the n Witten is ; 

àre in ber right band, and in bi n bad» riches ö 

aud bonour. V irtue permits her ſons to 

| obtain as much of this world: as is conſiſtennt 
with moderation, juſtice, and honor; and 


the bounds of temperance. The man Who, 
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creaſe it too ſpeedily. Wiſdom alſo teaches 
contentment, and ſays, better is alittle with | 
- righteouſneſs, than great riches woithout rioht'; 
for as, in the latter, there is no ſecurity, 
there can be no enjoyment; but content= 
ment and moderation are a continual feaſt, = | 
and will ſecure their poſſeſſor gh innume- 
rable CEE and ann. ga, | 


In our 20 1 e we are ex= _ 
horted to get wi/dom, and this plainly ſhews 
that ſomething muſt be done, ſome effort 
made on our part, in order to poſſeſs it. 
Indeed, my brethren, there is nothing valu- 
able to be acquired without pains: St. 
Paul, in deſcribing the progreſs of Chriſtian 
perfection, directs his brethren to add to their 
faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge ; thereby 
ſignifying, that as faith is little to be eſteemed 

HH without holineſs of life, fo religion muſt be 
= attended with knowledge, and have a found 
judgment for its foundation. This is not 
certainly the language of many in our day, - 

who, perhaps, from a ſenſe of their own _ 


igno- | 
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ignorance, are become the patrons and 8 
tectors of it in others. Such take it into 
their heads to aſſert, that reaſon has nothing 


to do with religion 35 that it is prezudicial to 


piety, „ and a dangerous counſellor in What 
| relates to our everlaſting concerns. . A lan-- 
guage like this, opens the door of entrance 
for the greateſt contradictions, and the 
wildeſt abſurdities. The Roman Catho- 
lies, and different ſecs of- proteſtants, have, 
at various times made uſe of- this miſerable 
argument, according as it anſwered their 
purpoſe. But it- is as fooliſh to -exelude 
reaſon from religion, as it would be to pre. 
tend, that the light of the ſun was not given 
us to diſtinguiſh objects, but that they were 
much better perceived in the dark. It is 
_ reaſon. which makes man ſuperior. to the 
brute; it is this faculty alone, which makes 
bim at all capable of religious ſentiments; 
and it is the candle of the Lord, to enlighten 
and direct him in his ſearch after truth. 
Let us therefore, my brethren, improve this 
moſt ur _—_ by endeavouring to 
. 1 5 


Ch 
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orm juſt and honorable notions of the na-- 
ture and perfections of God, and of * 
dealings with man; that our love for my. 
and fear of offending him, may be fixed on 
a firm foundation; that our worſhip way 
be rational and ſincere, and our obedience 
willing and aniverſal. The more know- 
ledge we have of the works of our Creator, 
the more clearly ſhall we ſee the: greatneſs - 
of his wiſdom, and the extent of his good- 
neſs. It was by ſuch contemplation, that 
the Pſalmiſt exclaimed in a devout rapture: 
0 Lord! how manifold are thy works! in 
wiſdom haſt thou made them all: the earth is 
full of thy riches And if this is true in the 
works of nature, can it be otherwiſe in the 
kingdom of grace, whoſe very name of 
Goſpel, ſignifies: glad ridings 2 The nearer 
we examine the doctrines of Chriſt, the 
plainer ſhall we perceive the reaſonableneſs | 
and excellence of his demands, and their 
fitneſs to make us happy, both here and 
hereafter. It is our reaſon that muſt con- 
template the cn, of our divine Sa- 

| viour, 
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Viour, that muſt lead us to approve its ex- 
cellence, muſt warm our hearts with grati- 
tude for what he has done and ſuffered for 
uus, and raiſe in us a noble reſolution to fol- 
low his example, and to be faithful unto 
death. Thus, I hope, you ſee my brethren, 
"the advantages of reaſon to religion; an at- 
tempt to ſeparate them is to injure both: 
Solomon conſtantly unites them, and calls 
religion, wiſdom ; becauſe it is the beſt di- 
rection, and the higheſt __ moſt excellent 
6 oft was wanne Pant 
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eligious wiſdom, be ſuch as I have de- 
| ſeribed; the wiſe man did not over-rate its 
value, when he gave it the preference to 
gold and ſilver. Theſe are, in themſelves, 
neither good nor evil; our wiſdom or our 
folly, determines what they ſhall become to 
75 <efclves and to others. In the hands of a 
virtuous man, they are an extenſive bleſ- 
ſing i but in the poſſeſſion of a wicked and 
and” A ood fool,” they are a terrible 


18" b . 4 


for wee a nor | extrgrc ding 


conſecrated to the purpoſes of d 
and the laws of man, as well as chole of 


ing in that kind of underſtanding, 
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ſcourge. Let us then determine, that ac 


wiſdom is the principal thing, to get wiſdom, ; 
and with all our gettings to get underſtanding. 
For the merchandiſe of it is better than the 
merchandiſe of filver, and the gain thereof, 
than fine gold. She is more precious than ru- 


bies, and all the things we can defire are not 


to be 88 unto ber. e 


* 7 8 
i} $4 


All that? now remains on he ſubſet, is to 


ſhew you, in a few words, that the gene- 


rality of Chriſtians have this wiſdom within 


their reach, as its attainment neither calls 


0 


2 (mall pk "Y every 5 may be. 


God, have ſet apart one day in ſeven for 
religious inſtruction. Nor are perſons ge. 
nerally deſtitute of capacities for the im- 
provement of this leiſure. Few are want | 
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from its univerſality, is called common ſenſe; 
which, far from being a thing to be deſpiſed; 
is of the higheſt value, both to. religion 
and morals. This, if properly cultivated, - 1 
will accuſtom you to form right judgments 
of things, to know their real value; it will 
teach you how to act in different, and per- 
haps in difficult ſituations ; though theſe do 


not often. occur to a man accuſtomed. to 


walk in the ſtraight road of virtue. It is 


antes men in the diſcharge of their duty; 


a miſt of their own raiſing, not à natural 


f Aſtviiey makes them call evil good and good 
evil. Change but the caſe, and ſuppoſe it 
to be that of their neighbour, and all will 
perceive, what in their own they pretend — 
not to ſee: do therefore to others, as you | 
wiſh them to do to you. This conduct 


will accuſtom you to a fairneſs and honeſty 


of mind, which will extend to every object 
that comes within its view. Truth, in con- 


| .templation and in action, will be the only 


din fought after. You will behold and 
1 ace 
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adore it in the God of truth, and as you 


re 


9 
1 love its celeſtial beauty, you will ſeek to pro- | 
» note it among men, and at all times, and 
$ on all occaſions, practiſe it yourſelf. You 
ah will with ſincere devotion, ſupplicate the Fa- 
b ther of Light to grant you in this world the 
IF knowledge of his truth, that in the world to 
0 come, you may attain | life everlaſting. Then, 
"I when the riches of time have made to them- _ 
b ſelves wings, and are flown, he who has pre- 
fl ferred and walked in the ways of wiſdom, 
Xx ſhall ſee that he has choſen that better part, 
1 that ſhall never be taken from him, yea, 
it durable riches and ri ighteouſneſs,—C onvince 
11 our underſtandings, O God! and encline 
or hearts to keep thy laws, | 
ly | * 
& 
ly | 
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1 T is of the higheſt 4 importance to man, 4 
| in his journey through the world, to be 
guided by the advice, and directed by the 
| experience of thoſe who have travelled te 
ame road, and are acquainted with its dan- 
WW —  gers and difficulties. The perſon who, in 
= our text, offers to conduct the ſteps of thoſe | 
1 - juſt entering into life, was every way quali; 
| |. fied for the office. His wiſdom was greater 
= 5 60 than 
g 
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on BanLY: rv. 35 5 
than that of any other man in the age in 


which he lived; and his wealth and power 
were ſuch as enabled him to make trial of 


fer worldly happineſs. W e plea- 
ſure, and knowledge „ engroſſed him by 
turns, all which he ee to be vanity 


and emptineſs; and that the only way to 


obtain real happineſs, is early to enter, and 
diligently to ne in the ons of re- 
gion and: virtue. It ig] 


„ 


Ab, 
9 


hn beat At 
be to ſhew you, firſt, what is meant by re- 
membring your Creator; ſecondly, the ſea- 


fon, in the days of thy youth; and thirdly, 


the motives to early piety, <obile the evil 
days, & co.. 2  T,, 

In the firſt place, to remember our Crea- 
tor, is to conſider him as the author and 
giver of every g thing we poſſeſs; it is 
to be mindful of bim in the exerciſe of our 


underſtandings which 18 his moſt excellent 
eit; 


3 gi, in n the direction of My alfektions, and. 
in 19 0 7B! 
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: underſtanding, is to uſe it for che purpoſe 


of knowing his perfections, and of wor- 


0 ſhiping him, not with a blind homage, but 
with a free and reaſonable ſervice. It is to 


attend to his works, his word, and his g- 


vernment; and to the benefits he is conti. 
nually beſtowing upon us; ſince inattention 
to his works and dealings with us, and in- 
ſenſibility to his benefits, are crimes, by 
which we defeat the end of our being, and 


that 19% 50 n it was neee to con 
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; Nor vie e 6d be mindful of our 


Creator by the right uſe of our underſtand- 
ing alone; our hearts and affections muſt | 
be intereſted. It ſeems almoſt impoſlible, 
that the one ſhould not lead to the other, 
and that beholding the perfect pattern of 

0 excellence, ra hourly TOI 185 ef- 


feſt 
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ſects of unraerited, boundleſs goodneſs, we 
| ſhould ſtand in need of any exhortation to love + 
lim with all our heart, and with all our ſou and | 
with all our ftrength, and yet, alas l we are too 
apt to be cold and indifferent to this Being, 
who is, more than any other, worthy of our 
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love and gratitude, He is our firſt and | 
beſt friend, who beſtows upon us life, and 
all that makes it a bleſſing; ; who is the ſup- | 


port of our infant years, the protector of 
our childhood, the guardian of our youth, 
and the hope of our future days. Frequent 
meditation and prayer muſt keep alive theſe 
ſentiments in our heart, A contemplation 
of God, in every relation in which he ſtands _ 
connected with us, as our Creator, Preſer- 
ver, Benefactor, Redeemer, and Judge, 
will greatly contribute, through the aſſiſtance 
he has promiſed to our ſincere endeavours, 
to keep alive the flame of devotion, and to 
complete the character of godlineſs, by re- 
membering our Creator in . e of. 
our conduct. 5 
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Fuaitb without works, ſays 
apoſtle, ir dead. eee 
ledge of the works and perfections of God, 
and preſumptuous all our pretences to re- 
ligious ſentiments and affections, if: the 
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fruits of virtue and holineſs, i. e. a welk 
regulated life, do not follow as the con- 


1 of our knowledge and love. Vain, 
did 1 fay? doubly criminal is that man, 


ho with a more enlightened-underſtanding, 
and a more quick and lively ſenſe of right 


and wrong, is unconcerned about the per- 
formance of his duty : our Saviour tells us, 


that he ſhall be beaten with many eri 


who knew bis maſters will and did it mt. "XJ 


8 Ration 5 1n life has its dit b 


dangers, for if our hearts do not condemn us 
45 long. as we live, we ſhall have little reaſon 


an :nfvired 
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Gele es, its 
" remptations, and its. trials; - the remem- 
' brance of our Creator will n us fafely 
through theſe, by directing us to keep in 


the path of duty, which is that of ſafety and 
honour; it will give us courage to combat 


for 


tions. Time will diſappear v 
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by remembering your Creator, I ſhall pro: 
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97 other fears. It will Keep us in the hour 
of temptation; for what ſo powerful aas a WM 
ſenſe of the divine preſence, of the purit - - 
of his nature, and the juſtice with which | 
he will puniſh the difobefty ence of his je. 
countable creatures: nor will this be a leſs n: 
powerful ſupport ai trials and a 0 

ben we b. 
bitually look to ETezxnrrty ; and compared = 
with this, its ſhort afflictions be no more 
than the tears and troubles of our infancy 
are to the W wy manhood, | 


A 


After having ſhewn you Ware is meant 


ceed to conſider the 42 85 FN for this 
dare hy. | 


Solomon well knew the firong hold that 1 
habits take. on mankind. He knew that 

youth was the ſeaſon in which to form them, 
and therefore directs parents and teachers 
to train up a child in the woy he ſhould go, 
adding, that when he is old, he ſhall not de- 
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Part fron it. Reflection on What we ſeg 
in nature, may teach us this, - The young 
and tender branches of a tree, are eaſily 
directed which way ſoever we pleaſe; but 
not fo with the old: if we attempt to bend 
theſe, they will either reſiſt us with a force 
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too powerful, or. ſhould our ſlrength be the 
greateſt, they will break. Youth is the.ſea- 


On for inſtruction, it is che ſeaſon for lively | 


impreſſions; the mind deſires knowledge, 


the heart is full of warm affections, and a 


repetition of virtuous actions, will make 


virtue itſelf eaſy and natural, fo that it will 
a in time become habitual, and we ſhall be 
1 diſpoſed to practiſe it, without "WO | 
or difficulty. —_ 


* . 
* 5 


Beſides, is not mus our reaſonable ue; „ 
Is it not juſt, that we ſhould · devote the beſt 


of our days. and of our faculties to him.who 


gave, and continually preſerves them to us? 
It is not only reaſonable, with regard to our 
Creator, but alſo as it relates to ourſelves. 
Vice, my brethren, like ſickneſs, is not our 

natural 
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1 0 ſtate; the one ariſes from diſorder 
in the mind, and the other from diſorder 
in the body; and happineſs is as much con- 
nected with virtue, as enjoyment is with 
health. - Happy thoſe, whoſe early years are 
ſpent in ſowing the good ſeed of religion 

and virtue! From how many dangers will 

they eſcape, and how plentiful will be their 
harveſt! Let parents and teachers conſider 
the ſevere account they will be called to 
give, if they let theſe precious moments 


£0 unimproved by thoſe who are SORE 1 
to their care. 


= > © nt ee 


We ſn all now conſider the motives to ah 8 

* piety, namely, the ſpeedy approach of thoſe 
evil days and years, in which we can have 
no pleaſure. Few and evil have the days of - 
my life been, ſaid: the Patriarch Jacob, after 
having enjoyed more wealth, and. lived. to 
a more advanced age than falls to the lot of 


men jn general. Bur few are indeed-the 
years of health, ' vigour, and ng : 
_ in the longeſt life: many are paſt, be- 


vo ſooner is he arrived at a ſtate of matu- 


192. ' ON EARLY rx. 
fore. man is able to taſte. of Happineſs; 5 and 


rity, than he begins to decline; his health, 


his ftrength, his beauty, are leſſening = | 
grees, and the noble powers of his mind 


become weakened and impaired, Sec the 
picture of fourſcore. years in Barzillai, who 
we are told, was a very great man, to whom 


David ſaid, come thou over with me, and I 
vill feed thee with me at Jeruſalem: and Bar- 
Zillai ſaid unto the king, how long have I 10 


live, that I ſhould go up with the king to Jeru- 
Salem ? I am this day fourſcore years. oid ; and 
can I diſcern between yood and evil? Can thy 


1 fear any more the voice of Jnging men . 


van be yet 4 burden unto my lord the king? 
His utmoſt wiſh, therefore, was to die in 


his on country, nnn with his 
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* . to each of us, and that 
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1. | Le open ou | 
eyes on the propriety, neceſſity, and com- 6 
fort, of doing our work, while it 6s day, 
and not deferring it to the evening of life, | 
when the night of death is at hand in which 2 
no man can work. When our grey hairs are 1 
found in the way of wiſdom, they are ho- | 
nourable, venerable, and uſeful: we ſhall 
then wait in peaceful hope, all the days of our - 
appointed time, till our change come; we ſhall 
enjoy what is yet left us with gratitude, and 
regret none of the pleaſures of paſt life; but 
rejoice that our courſe is fo near its end, 
and be longing after the prize that is to 
crown our victory. How different is the _ 
man, who after a life of folly and wicked- \ 
neſs, finds himſelf deprived of the poſſibi- ! 
lity of farther emoyment? he looks back 
with regret—he looks forward with deſpair ! 
The world has no longer any pleaſures for 
him ; yet does the fear of death work upon 
him fo ſtrongly, that he would conſent to - - 
* on 1 the load of this life, in the midſt of 
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8 ALATIA ns 111. 27. 


Fur as many of you 45 have been baptized into 
Chriſt bave put on Chriſt. 


T is neceſſary for ſuch as are reſolved - 
1 to confirm, in a public and ſolemn 
manner, thoſe vows and promiſes which were 
made for them at their baptiſm, to conſider 
the importance of this act, by which they 
take upon themſelves the profeſſion of chriſ- 


tianity, acknowledge themſelyes members 


of God's viſible church, and lay themſelves 
under the ſtrongeſt obligations to live and 
act, as becomes the followers and difciptes 


E4 of 


QUNG PERSONS * 
of the holy ja benevolent Jeſus. Theſe 
obligations are not new ; they are the ſame 
that were impoſed vpon us at pur haptiſm, 
and in which thoſe who were our ſponſors 
undertook to inſtruct us. And when ve 
conſider into What a world of fin and mi. 
ſery infants are born, we muſt think it a 
great privilege, that parents are permitted 
thus to dedicate their children to God and 
our Saviour; to commit them go the pater - 
nal protection of a merciful God, and of a 


gracious ava whos able. 00 fave o 
the uttermoſt. un 


LY | {ADDRESS To, * 


It is owing to divine meroy, my young 
185 that you have been protected dut. 

ing the helpleſs years of infancy, warde 
from the dangers of childhood, and pre- 

5 ſeryed to the preſent moment. It is owing 
to divine mercy, that you have been made 
acquainted with the truths of religion, wich 
your obligations to God, and your duty to 
man; and it is to the divine mercy, that 
you muſt look for protection in every fu- 
OR | ture 
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ture part "sf life, and for your happineſs 
hereafter, But the privileges you receive 


make it highly reaſonable *that you ſhould 


endeavour to perform the conditions, vpon . 


which alone you can hope for their conti- 
nuance. In the ceremony of confirmation 
you renew the yows made for you at your 


baptiſm ; and what theſe engagements were, 


the Apoſtle informs you in our text, where 


he declares, that as many of you as have 
been baptized, have put on Chriſt; or, in 
other words, have engaged themſelves, as 
his diſeiples, to renounce every evil way, to 
believe in his word, and to obey: t his com- 
mandments. Let me therefore deſire your 


attention, while I endeavour to explain the 


nature, of your obligations, and exhort you 


to comply with them, 


3 To put on Obit, you muſt renounce 
every evil way, This is what 1 is meant by 5 
renouncing the devil and his works, the. 
vain pomp and glory of this world, with 
all its covetous deſires, and the carnal pro- 
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| penſities of the fleſh, ſo that vou will not 
follow or be led by them. Let every one, 
ſays the Apoſtle, that nameth the name of 
Chriſt depart from all iniquity ; this muſt be 
done by a ſincere ſorrow for paſt ſins, a 
8 fixed abhorrence of whatever is contrary to 
| the laws of God, and a firm reſolution never 
wilfully to become ſubject to the dominion 
of any fin: this is the duty of every Chrif- 
tian, and J hope it is with theſe diſpoſitions, 
Joined to humble prayer to God through | 
' Chriſt for pardon and mercy; that you, my 
young friends, will engage in the folemni- 
ty; and that, through the future years of 
fe, you will be careful to remember * 
awful promiſe you have made. . 
while we are here, united to 1 oh # 
in a ſtate of ſociety, there are many gratifi- 
cations we may enjoy with innocence, and 
nothing is forbidden but the immoderate 
indulgence of them, becauſe this weakens 
| the 1 of religion, and 9 
. indi A 
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Another 8 ;coplied i in e om J 
Chriſt, is a deſire to believe the truths f 
the Goſpel. Theſe are all plain and eaſy, 
or it could not be our duty to believe them. 
They are no other than theſe: That an 
infinitely wiſe, powerful and good God, cre- 
ated, conſtantly. upholds, and governs" all 
things: that he claims our love and grati- 
tude, as well as our veneration and reſpect: 
—that he loves virtue and goodneſs, the 
practice of which is the only means of 
taining his favour; and that we muſt avoid 
ſin, which is his averſion.— That, in the ful- 
neſs of time, God ſent his ſon into the world, 
to bring back mankind from the ways of 
vice, in which they had erred and ſtrayed 
like loit ſneep. That our bleſſed Lord, in 
obedience to the will of his heavenly Father, 
died for our fins, and roſe again for our 
juſtification ; that he aſcended into heaven, 
3 and fat down at the right hand of God, 
5 [ems 5 | _ where 
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and is really to beſte ilk ane of bis 'Y 
wppit, pardon, and eternal life, on all his 
Faithful ſervants. e muft believe that e 
Will come again to judge all mankind, when "4 
- the dead mall be raiſed, and all muſt ap- 
pear before his tribunal, to give an account 
of what they have done in the body, whe. 
ther it be good or bad chat the wicked 
will then be dreadfully puniſhed, and the 
virtuous rewarded with everlaſting life and 
happineſs. Theſe are ſimple facts upon which 

all Chriſtians are agreed, and are, I appre- ] 
hend, all that ought to be inſiſted upon. 
The faith required of Chriſtians, ſuppoſes | 
them to be already convinced of theſe 
truths, and conſiſts in maintaining ſuch BM 

conſtant impreſſion of them on their hearts, 
as will give them the moſt powerful motives 
to reſiſt temptation, and to practiſe holi- 
neſs. It muſt be kept alive by conſtantly 
reading the ſcriptures, particularly the New 
Teſtament; by contemplating the love of 
our heavenly Father in the works of crea- 
$4 248 L dien, 
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tion} in the dealings of his providence,” 
in the wonderful mercies of redemption; 


by. conſidering our obligations to our Sa- 


viour; by ſtudying his life and actions; by - 


private prayer to God for the aſſiſtance of 
his ſpirit, and reliance on the merits and 


interceſſion of Chriſt for the pardon of dur 


ſins, and the acceptance of our imperfeft 
ſervices; by reviewing his promiſes, at- 
tending on public worſhip, and remember- 
ing his dying love in the ſacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. This, and this only, is the 
faith which, as it leads to the practice of 
every moral duty to God, our neighbour, 
ang en can be called a ſaving faith, 


Another. — Adee in putting on 
Chriſt is, that you obediently keep God's 
holy will and commandments, and walk in 
the ſame all the days of your life. Love to 
God and to our neighbour are the end and 
deſign of religion; and, while we continue 
in them, we muſt be ſafe; but a ſincers 
and conſtant obedience to all the divine 


— 


co N= 


— Ss FF 0 N 1 
F A er emo _ you. ws ms-pt 4 
* 


— 


— -_ 
9 . . > 
= af # ** * 4 6, 4 Fo W 2 5 "IF; 
288 * * n S —_ a Jt 2.438 * rr. 
3 ww w— F 2 * FIT) 8 n < - 3 5 * — 4. paged oe fs 
4 a: Ad 7» * * 8 0 : z ”) y * 2 4 r= 1 " — 
8 - — 4 * N 7 " * 2 * 7 7 8 
* 2 > 2 . AL a0" 4 - 7 0 : 4 0 R * A 1 5 
_ 7 — s 1 — 5 1 * A 3 —— 


= = — — — 
* - * 
2 F — — — * 
k p — 1 5 — 3 
Fr — * — hay a 4 
3; IT —. IR 
— "IN «4 — 8 — * — * 7 

MET — — * 2 7 2 Pu” Re” 2 ee N. *. 

» _ . 2 by at ER = — 0 4 —— — — — 
ELEC GEE SED Ion Be RL PEERS S F WO, 5 . 222 — : CE ee TE — eee eee > or 22 

1 1 2 1 2 — 8 : * ety 88 8 Pg 2 4 " . — 6a 68 2 WA AER; of es 4 «as 2 r — — 2 — 2 — . Sn ee nine - 1 * ah — 3 8 —— — * ? "30 

* n ae 2 8 rr — l n — f . 
- —_ — og * vw _ * = „ N 5 9 n 7 q * * "= 
—_— 4 m : * * : i * n ex * r N oer 7 N rn 53 
«ua BRL Fr — * 5 er C G ö * 9 8 * * —— IEA 
OTE I IE ITS e W 8 * : N . 
: Yo 
, p 
” * - * 
» 


- 2 2 
renne 3 
AIG — "> > 

2 23 2 1 


5 r » 1 - 8 
3232 
= 


„ Sas 
— — + » * — 
— * "I" 2 2 


n r 


— 4 . — 
3 De 
— — 


Dr 2 
—— vip N 22 Lo n 72 


8 
— 8 
. 


AT —I—I— — 
po - 
1 


9 —— * 
r <A RI UME Wert = > OI 47 Tl — 6, +» 


«yay eg hola 
— 


n 


D 
2 ** 7 „ 


* ö po rn 
r 1282 2 
222 "ab IR 
— Ts 5 8 
8 3, — 


* 4 Fr * 
r 


- 24 — 4 My 
* m. — 8 a 7 — 
ü r 
I 
5 * 


— 8 
. ̃ ²˙ : one wer > 1 = 
82 „ 

4 NN 
— , — 
o % 


Wo ADDRESS TO ron PERSONS. 


5% 


commands, muſt prove the\realey of, * 


| love. It ĩs to put you in mind of the du- 


ties you owe to God, and of the practice 


of juſtice and mercy, truth and honeſty to 


man, that God requires you to read his 
word, and attend his ſervice; which can be 
of no uſe, unleſs it lead to theſe virtues. 
The intent of the goſpel, is to adorn us 
with every grace, and to enable us properly 


and uſefully to perform the duties of ſociety, 


without which, our 4 profeſſion of religion 


will profit us nothing; for God hath ſhewed 


thee, O man ! what is good, and what doth 
the Lord thy God require of thee, but to 40 
juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 


thy God? ſays the prophet Micah ; which | 
ſhews, that the intent of the Jewiſh religion 


was not different from the. Chriſtian; for St. 


James aſſerts the ſame thing when he de- 


clares, that pure religion, aud undefiled before 
God and the Father, is this, to viſit the fa- 
therleſs and widows in their ane and 12 


| Keep ourſelves 22 from the world, 
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1 ws thus endeavoured. to explain. to 


you the nature and extent of your obliga- 
tion, that you may underſtand the promiſes 


you are to confirm, and conſider that cere - 
mony as a ſolemn vow, which as it is made 


in the preſence of Almighty God, to whom 
all hearts are open, mult be performed with 
ſeriouſneſs and humility. Remember that 


the promiſes you make are, if I may uſe 


the expreſſion, regiſtered in heaven, and will 
add to your happineſs if faithfully perform- 


ed, or cover you with ſhame, remorſe, and 


guilt at the laſt and great day, if the whole 
has been only a folemn mockery, entered 
into with levity, and unattended to after i it 
is over. | 


{ 


* 


If, on the contrary, after being ſeriouſly 


conſidered and ſolemnly entered into, theſe 


engagements become, as I have juſt ob- 


ſerved, the rule of our conduct; they will 
be our comfort and ſupport through life 


and in death, and will lead to that eternal 


happineſs beyond the grave, which is re- 
” . ſerved 
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LS 7 Jos xxII. 21. 
Arquaint nw » the with 656 ng} be at- | 

925 Peace, 2 ; 

xx every nia and in . f 
of life, mankind are conſtantiy com- A 

Y plaining of toils and cares, vexations and 1 
diqappointments. They are foured and I 
| diſcontented at the events of the world, and 1 


diſpoſed to murmur againſt its Governor, = 
33 Thus are the ſweet ſources of conſol ation, iſ 
hat that he. beyond this life, ernbittered; be- = 
R e in n * that Governor 1 

e 10k, 4 
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TN for ever reign, in mercy or in judgement. 
| As this diſeaſe is found among all ranks of 

men, my. preſent buſineſs ſhall be to ſhew 

whence it proceeds, and to point out its only 
WE. | 


By the duty enjoined | in the text, acquaint 
thyſelf now with God, it is evident, that from 
a neglect of this knowledge, ariſes a great 
degree of that unhappineſs, which we ſuffer 
and lament. Careleſs and inatlentive to 
the goodneſs and wiſdom difplayed by God, 
in the beautiful and wonderful world he has 
created for our habitation, „and __ 
governs by laws, ſo well calculated to pto- 
duce the happineſs of its creatures, many; 
alas! live without God in the world, and bav- 
ing eyes, ſee not. Had we no other light 
than that of nature, this ſtupid inſenſibility 
Vwould be a crime; but, when we conſider 
ourſelves as the ſubjects of a kingdom of 
grace, as creatures on whom the light of the 
goſpel ſhines, and to whom it diſcovers juſt 
views of the nature, perfec and go- 
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vernment of God; of the ends and purpoſes 


of this life, and of that immortality which 
awaits us in a life to come, I know not how 


to account for ſuch aſtoniſhing and brutiſh 


folly ; at the ſame time that nothing is ſo 
clear, as the miſery and perplexity of a 


mind, overſhadowed with a voluntary dark 


neſs in the midſt of light. To a man un- 
acquainted with his God, the world, richly 
peopled as it is with different orders of be- 
ings, all capable of a certain portion of hap- 


pineſs, and formed for wiſe purpoſes, is a 
deſert; the beauties of nature a blank; and 
that part of the vaſt univerſe which ſhines 


with ſplendour over his head, an empty 
ſpace, in which he neither diſoovers gran- 
deur, uſe, or harmony. The man who 
has no juſt notions of the nature of God, 
can have none of his moral government, 
but is alike ignorant of the ſtate in which 


divine wiſdom has placed him, and of that 


for which he is deſigned; hence number- 
leſs errors in conduct, and a train of cala- 
mities which are their inſeparable atten- 
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dants, and which he has als — 9 
| Inſtead of 


r, nor wiſdom to im prove. 
confidering bimſelf as placed in the w 


virtue, and a taſte for true wiſdom, he for- 
gets that it is a ſtate of trial and diſcipline, 
where he has enemies to fight againſt, and 
difficulties'to overcome, from his on paſ 
ſions and from thoſe of others, and ſuppoſes 
himſelf in a ſcene of 'enjoyment only. All 


his love is confined to himſelf;: and all his 


wiſhes to this life; thus his peace is lad 
open to every enemy, and Rable to be 
wounded by every accident. Diſappoint- 
ment, to ſuch a man, occaſions fretfulneſs, 


affliction, i impatience; ; thus does every pal 
fion become a tyrant to enſlave him; this 


world a ſtate of war, in Which Þis bund i 
aK4gainſt every man, and every man's hand again 
bis; and, inſtead of beholding the grave 4s 


+ refoge, where the wicked cee from m. 
bling and the weary are at reſt; he ſees nothing 
ber debt and darianell} ind . 


5 22 of Judgment, * over that place 
| | appointed 


durpoſes of acquiring the habits of 
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FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, | 119 
appointed for all the living. And can you, 
my brethren, look. upon this faithful picture 
of a man unacquainted with his God, and 
not wiſh to avoid every reſemblance of- it ? 
Liſten then to the words of ſacred wiſdom, 
aw n Wee: Cod, and be at jou 


If ;enarawce be 45 dikials of the foul, 
knowledge mult be its health and vigour; 
but where can that be found, except in the 
great fountain of light, of truth, and of hap= 
pines ? Look ungo bim, all ye ends of the earths - 
and be ſaved, Come unto him, truſt in him, 
love, obey, and ſerve him; and, if your 
love and obedience be ſincere, it will be 
accepted, though mixed with much imper- 
fection: for he confidereth our frame, and 
knoweth that we are but duſt ; he has, there- 
fore, provided for our infirmities, by his de- 
clarations of mercy and acceptance, of 
aſſiſtance and reward. Theſe are confirmed 
by the ſufferings of a once crucified, but 
now exalted Saviour, who thereby acqdtred 
a IA of n happineſs on all his 

| faithful 
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: Faithful followers. "Ke will teach MPI in 
the way that they ſhould go; will diſcover to 
chem the true end and deſign of che pre- 

ſent life, and how to partake with innocence 

+ its many bleſſings given them richly to 
EP : he will inftru& them, like St. Paul, 
"2,608 Goth hw 40-be full, and bow to be empty; 
| both bow to abound, and how to fuſer need. 
'His heavenly precepts and divine example, 
will teach them to ſeek their happineſs 
— their duty; to be kindly affettioned one 

| Toward another, each preferring another y to 

- live like brethren of one great family, under 
the government of their common parent. 

He will ſhew them how to overcome temp- 
tation, to improve proſperity, to ſupport ad- 
| verſity, to riſe above pain and affliction, and 

to triumph over death, the laſt enemy. He 

will aſſiſt them to gain the victory, and to 

Bim that overcometh, will he diſtribute: bg 

crown of honor and reward. 
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| Wen might Job declare, bebold the fur 
10 the Lord, that is w 2 and to 1 1 
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evil is underſtanding. For, as Solomats ob. 25 
ſerves of religious wiſdom, her ' ways ure 


ways of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths are 


peace, This wiſdom, expreſſed by the paſ- 
ſion of fear, is not, my brethren, a ſervile 
terror, but the fear of a child, founded i in 
love for the greateſt and beſt of parents ; and 
we may ſay of it, as the apoſtle does of faith, 
that it worketh by love. It becomes, there- 


fore, of the higheſt importance to our ad- 


vances in piety, and in that peace, which is 
its happy fruit, that we cultivate juſt and 
honourable notions of the Supreme Gover- 
nor of men and angels. For if we attri- 
bute to him our weakneſs and our paſſions, 


we do worſe than the heathens, becauſe we , 


ſin againſt greater knowledge. This. is a 
fault, into which too many C hriſtians run, 
without attending to the conſequences. His 
univerſal, adorable goodneſs, they transform 
into a principle of blind partiality; his juſ- 5 
tice, his power, and his majeſty, into ven- 
geance, pen, and 1 and thus 
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cannot honor him with that e love x which 
is hm fe, 5 4 5 

Nor can we, on We 100 2 | 
to enjoy the peace deſcribed in- our text, as 


the conſequence of an acquaintance with 


God, unleſs we are led by it to a ſincere re- 
pentance, and univerſal obedience. Fur 
there is no peace to the wicked, faith my Cod: 
their hope is preſumption, and an inſult to 
the ſanctity of that Being, who is f purer 
eyes than to Zebold iniquity, and in whoſe pre- 
fence the wicked ſhall not abide. How vain 
then is that deceit, by which we impoſe 
upon ourſelyes ; or that hypocriſy, by which 
we endeavour to miſlead others; ſince we 
aſſuredly live, and act under the inſpec- 
tion of an eye, from which no darkneſs 
can hide, and are approaching to the mo- 
ment when all ſecrets ſtiall be e! 
Let us then learn to live for eternity; to 
govern our thoughts, as well as our actions, 
by che facred rules of the Goſpel; Let us 
be contented in our ſtation; and let our 
- (5 2000p 
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eh | only concern be, how beſt to perform its 
5 duties, moſt to contribute to the glory of 
our maſter, and to the good of our brethren. 
ck Then may wwe caſt all our care upon God, 
= ” with the aſſurance, that he careth for us, aud 
th ö will make all things to wark together for our 
-- good ; and that after this ſhort and tranſi- 
tory life, which fleeth as a ſhadow and abideth 
not, we ſhall be admitted into the everlaſt- 
ing abodes of true felicity, where that which 
was begun here, in peaceful hope, ſhall be 
perfected in the fulneſs of joy, for ever and 
ever, : 456 
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Let as many ſervants as are under the yoke, 
count their own maſters worthy of honour ; 
that the name of God, and his dhe, be 
not vlaſpbemed. 


HE epiſtle from wheiice theſe words 

are taken, abounds with. much ex- 

5 cellent advice for the regulation of our 

moral conduct in the different ſtations of 

life. Maſters and ſervants, huſbands and 
Wives, parents and children, may in this, | 
and other of St. Paul's writings, learn the 
duties that God, in his goſpel, nn of 

them. 
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them. In our text, the apoſtle exhorts ſer= 
vants under the yoke, to honour their maſ- 


ters, and gives them a very ſtrong motive 
for their obedience, that the name of God, 


and his doctrine, be not blaſphemed, among 
ſuch as were enemies to Chriſtianity. 


At the time St. Paul wrote, and in much 0 
later periods of the church, ſervants were 
ſlaves; they were bought and ſold like other 
poſſeſſions, or born the property of their 
maſters. This made that condition of life 
much more- mortifying and laborious, than 


it can be at preſent; for were their ſervice 
never ſo painful, they had no proſpect of 


any thing better, not being able to improve 


their condition, or to exchange their maſter. 


Some indeed obtained, after a long and 


faithful ſervitude, a grant of liberty; but 


the number of theſe was inconſiderable, 
when compared to the many who ended 
their life in bonds. Juſtly might domeſ- 
tics, in ſuch circumſtances, be ſaid to be 
under a yoke, for where their maſters were 
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16 ON THE RESPECT DUS TR 
unkind, their burthen muſt have been 
heavy indeed. Chriſtianity i is, my brethren, - 
the perfect law of liberty, both to the body 
and the mind; nevettheleſs, St. Paul re- 
ſpected the order then eſtabliſhed in ſociety, 

though contrary to the free fpirit of the 
Goſpel. He knew the time would come, 
when the face of things would be changed; 
and inſtead of going about to promote it 
by violence and ſedition, he lays in the 
hearts and conſciences of men in all ranks, 
the only ſolid foundation for private and 
public. happineſs, in the performance of 
their duty, not as unto man alone, but as unto 

God. It frequently happened, that the ſlaves 

of heathen maſters were converted to Chrif- + 
tianity ; but this advantage, great as it was, 

inſtead of freeing them from their former 
obligations, gave them only additional mo- 
tives for ſubmitting to them with patience 

and humility. Compare your ſituation, 

my brethren, with; theirs, ſee how it is im- 
proved; reflect how grateful you ought to 
be for the e in e favor, particu- 
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wi in this land of liberty, for God has not 


dealt thus, even yet, with every nation; and 
let all ſuch as honour not their maſters, re- 
flect, with ſhame: and contrition of heart, on 


their miſconduct, and reſolve to e it 


for the time to come. 


To count ation nf; 5 5 | of honour, is, 


in other words, to reſpect them as your ſu- 


periors; never to behave to tem with im- 


pertinence; to obey them in all things 
lawful; to make their —_ your own,. by 
diligently ſtudying whatever may advance 
it, and ſcrupulouſly — whatever 
might injure them in their perſons or pro- 
perty. All this you bind yourſelf to per- 
form, when you engage in their ſervice; 
and all this will be required at your hands, 
when you come to account with that great 
maſter, whom you have in heaven, who 


 feeth not as man ſeeth, and who is not only 


acquainted with all your moſt ſecret ac- 
tions, but alſo knows the motives from 
7 whence 
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whence they ariſe, and will either reward or 
mou them openly; e 
8 dies 6 often coped your dings to ? 
1 10 as your intereſt, that I ſhall not now 
inſiſt on that as a reaſon for your right con- a 
duct; St. Paul gives you another, in the 


obligations you are under to glorify God, 
and to advance the Chriſtian W 


4 Nothing can be more pap and excellent 
than all the precepts of our Divine Maſter; 
they lead to the order and happineſs of this 

world, and to the rewards of another: 
theſe are things which God hath inſeparably 

connected, and which we cannot put afun- 
der.—But whenever we attempt to intro- 
duce diſorder into ſociety, by *a conduct 

unbecoming the laws of the goſpel, when- 

ever Chriſtian ſervants are wanting in reſpect 
to their maſters and ſuperiors; whenever 
they are diſobedient, diſhoneſt, ſlothful, and 
negligent in their ſervice, they give occaſion 
for the name . God and his doctrine to be blaſ- 
| Pbemed, 
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phemed, that is, ill ſpoken of by ſuch as, 
leading a life condemned by it, wiſh that it 
may not be ſpread in the world. It is a 
melancholy truth, my brethren, that eyen 


among a nation profeſſing the goſpel, there 


gre many who, becauſe their hearts are too 
corrupt to ſubmit to its laws, wiſh to per- 


ſuade themſelves and others that it is all a 
fiction, or an invention of men. When 


therefore ſuch as on themſelves Chriſtians, 
allow themſelves dh lead a life of diſobe= 
dience to the command of their Lord and 
Maſter, and directly contrary to his holy 
example, they cauſe the enemies of the Lord 
to blaſpheme, and to ſay, what do theſe Chriſ- - 
tians more than others ? Thus will they in- 
ſolently triumph over the cauſe of God and 
virtue: but this is not all; weak and ig- 


- norant minds, eſpecially among the young, 


will be led to conclude, that there is no- 
thing in religion but a name, and that if 
they aſſume and keep up this by attendance 
on divine worſhip. every Sunday, they are 
at liberty to live as they pleaſe the reſt of 
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hs week. if therefore ae ſinful ”" me 

bring a reproach upon our holy -profeſ. 
ſion, and by a bad example, lead others 
into vice, great and terrible will be our con- 


demnation from him who has declared, = 


he will exclude from his preſence and from 
future happineſs, ſuch as have only faid 
Lord, Lord! that is, acknowledged him for 


their maſter, but have not done the things 


that he ſaid: this, my brethren, is the true 
Fruit by which the tree muſs be known ; fhew 


me thy faith without thy works, and I will 


 ſhew thee my faith by my works, | ſays St. 


James; and adds, that faith without works 
i dead. You ſee, my brethren, that in his 
time there were a ſet of men who pretended 
to ſeparate faith and works, and to teach 
that Chriſtianity did not require a holy life ; 
becauſe good works of themſelves could 


not merit ſalvation. | That they cannot 
merit eternal life we acknowledge; this 1s 
the free gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt; 


but while they are made one great condi- 
tion of our acceptance, we can never be 
„ Z ſaved 

| 4 | | 
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ſaved without them. When therefore St. 
Paul ſays, that by grace we are ſaved; not f 
works, leſs any man ſhould glory; he was 
ſpeaking of the ceremonial law of Moſes, 
and to oblige: thoſe to follow, who were 


converted from heatheniſm or idolatry, to 


Chriſtianity. This was unreaſonable in 


them, becauſe: uſeleſs to the heathen con- 
verts; the ceremonial law of the Jews be- 


ing intended for them alone, to keep up 


their hopes of the more perfect religion of 
Chriſt. But when ignorant teachers per- 


vert theſe words of St. Paul, by explaining 


them into a diſregard to the ſacred duties 


and obligations of the moral law, of juſtice 
and benevolence to our neighbour, of tem- 

perance with reſpe& to ourſelves, and f 
love and obedience to God, they 'under= _ 


mine the foundation, not only of Chriſti- 
anity, but of all religion, and lead them= 
ſelves and others into a moſt fatal error. 
Suſpect therefore, my brethren, all ſuch doc- 
 trine to be falſe, as does not lead you to be 


G0 - better. 
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better. And remember that, as your con. 


dition as ſervants is become ſo much more 


eaſy and happy than it was to thoſe to whom 
St. Paul wrote, you will be more inexcu- 

- fable if you negle& your duty. Be grateful 

to God who has improved your condition; 
be willing cheerfully to perform your duty, 
and thus, glorifying God on earth, and per- 
forming the work he has given you to do, he 
will bleſs you here, and receive you into 
his reſt hereafter, where he that hath been 


1 faithfl in fee things, l be made ruler over 
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THE DUTY OF SERVANTS. 


/ 


Servants, be obedient to them that are your 


maſters according to the fleſh, with fear and 
trembling, in finglengſs of your heart, as 
unto Chriſt : not with eye-ſervice, as men 
pleaſers, but as the ſervants of Chriſt, doing 
the will of God from the beart ; with good 
will doing ſervice, as to the Lord and not 
to men : knowing that whatſoever good thing 
any man doth, the ſame ſhall be receive of _ 
the Lord, whether he be bond or free. 


1 T was an excellent piece of advice, given 


by an ancient Greek philoſopher to his 


diſciples, that, in order always to act a wor- 


thy and becoming part, _ ſhould conſi- 25 
der 5 


. 34 0BEDIRNCE 70 MASTERS 


der themſelves ootiftaly as in the Mie 
of ſome great and. illuſtrious perſon ; for, 


as men in ſuch a ſituation are upon their 


115 guard, and would wiſh to appear to advan... 


tage, he concluded that ſuch an impreſſion, 


by becoming habitual, might ſecure them 


from ever allowing themſelves in what was 


wrong, though never ſo ſecretly performed. 
| The apoſtle makes uſe of the: ſame ar- 


gument to incline us to the practice of our 
duty, with this advantage on his ſide, that 
the preſence of Chriſt, 'and his knowledge 


of our actions, are real, whereas the other 
was only ſuppoſed. And it is certain, my - 


brethren, that did we conſider the import- 


ance of this truth to accountable beings, , 
and keep it always in mind, we could not _ 


fall into repeated acts of diſobedience; and 
we ſhould be as far from committing a ſe- 
cret act of injuſtice, as from the practice of 
open violence. | 
All but thn onal vicious and. abandon- 
ed, are ſenſible to the honor a ] advantage 


ariſing 1 


„ 6A, K oak od 9th 
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arifing from a good i ee reputa- 
tion in the world. The wicked who ſeek 
to hide their crimes, confeſs, by ſo doing, 
the advantages to be expected from virtue; : 
and, by aſſuming the appearance, pay an 
involuntary homage to the reality. nels. 


You are here exhorted, my Chriſtian 
friends, to be obedient to your maſters, to - 
fear giving them any juſt offence, 10 ſerve 
them with fingleneſs of heart, that is to ſay, 
with ſimplicity and honeſty ; for fingleneſs, 
though a word now out of uſe, is oppoſed 
to craft, or double dealing: this is plain 
from what follows, where the apoſtle de- 
clares, that it is not ſufficient to appear to 
do our duty, unleſs we perform it in reality; 
doing the will of God from the heart, with 


g00d-will doing ſervice, pra@iſing our ny 
with cheerfulneſs and ſincerity, as unto be 
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The beſt motives, the firongeſt ebliga- 
tions are here offered to engage us to per- 


form 
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form our duty; and the moſt" glorious re- 


wards held up for our encouragement. Will 

the man, who believes that he has a maſter 
in heaven, attentive to the manner in which 
he performs his duty to his maſter on earth, 
venture to negle& it? Will he wickedly 
waſte and throw away.the wholeſome food 
'give..' him for his nouriſhment ? Will he 
ſquander the ſubſtance of others, or make 
uſe of that time for himſelf which belongs 


to his maſter? No, my. brethren, he knows 


_ that for all theſe things, God will bring him 
into judgment. He will therefore pay atten- 
tion to his duty, and will employ all his 
powers for the advantage of his maſter ; he 


may be depended upon and truſted with 
any concerns; for he dares not be unfaith- 


ful in the ſmalleſt article, any more than in 
the greateſt ; becauſe the ſame God has for- 


bidden both. The eye of an ever-preſent 


and all-powerful, of a perfectly juſt and 


holy being, inſpecting the ſecret thoughts 


of his heart, and the moſt hidden actions of 
his life, will be the moſt powerful preſer- 
vative 


„ 
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vative againſt fin, and the ſtrongeſt induce- 
ment to virtue. Let it then be ever pre- 
ſent to your minds, and nouriſh this ſacred 
awe and fear of offending God by the daily 
exerciſe of prayer. Go, not forth into a 
world of temptation, without having firſt 
offered up to your maker and conſtant pre- 
ſerver, the tribute of your thanks for paſt 
mercies, and implored his protection and 
aſſiſtance for the time to come. This, more 
than any other, will be a mean of preſerv- 
ing your obedience, by keeping alive a 
ſenſe of the divine preſence, and procure 
you the moſt ſolid and clan: e 


Hoi | painful is this ſtate of the th 


himſelf to be no more than a vile hypocrite, 
and 1s in conſtant dread of a diſcovery, 
which, by proving him ſuch to the world, 
will blaſt his reputation, ruin. his credit, 
prevent his future ſucceſs, and bring upon 
him ſhame and poverty! But, on the con- 
rac 


4 
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vant, who, with an outward ſhew of ho- 
neſty and attachment to his maſter, knows 
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| trary, my friends, how Xn; 1s that "Ro : I 


vant, who, far from having any thing to 
hide, is conſcious that all his actions will 
bear the eye of his maſter ; and that the 
better they are known, the more will his 


credit be eſtabliſhed with men, while he 


looks to another world for his recompence 


of reward, knowing that whatſpever gad 
thing any man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive 


; 8 Lord, e een 


1 happineſs, my e as the 


reward of your fidelity here, is ſurely ſuffi. 
cient to awaken all your zeal in the per- 
| formance of your duty, You ſee, that the 
ſlave as well as the free-man, the ſervant as 
well as the maſter, will be brought into 
judgment, and be treated according to his 
actions. Virtue and vice are the only dil- 
tinctions which will then divide mankind, 


though others are at preſent neceſſary for : 
the order and happineſs of the world. Let 
us then rejoice in the hope ſet before us, 


and labour to be found faithful, at that great 
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day, when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be laid 


open, and puniſhment or reward be received 
from the Lord. In every nation, and in 
every ſituation, he that feareth God and 


worketh righteouſneſs, ſhall be accepted of him, 
becauſe of a truth God is no reſpefter of per- 


ons, He is attentive to the conduct of the 
poor, and as willing to reward their virtue, 
as that of the richeſt or moſt powerful, for 
all are equally mean when compared to 
him. In that awful hour, thoſe who have 
had an abundant portion of good things in 
this world, and have neglected the proper 
improvement of them, ſhall receive” their 


evil things; whereas thoſe, to whom a leſs | 
ſhare of worldly goods has been given, and 


who, in their humbler ſtation, have, by 4 
patient continuance in well-doing, diligently 


improved the little they had, ſhall be pub- 


licly praiſed by their heavenly maſter, and 
invited 20 enter into the joy of their Lord, in 
thoſe happy manſions, which he is gone to 
| Prepare for them, where there are Plegfures 
for ev more. : 
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THE BAD CONSEQUENCES OF EXTRAVA» 


GANCE, AND THE EXCELLENCE or SIM» | 


PLICITY IN DRESS AND BEHAVIOUR, 


* : 
* 
1 


pROv. XXX1I, 30. 


1 


; | Oo 0 | | Oo * | 
Favor is deceitful, and beauty, is vain: but 4 


woman that feareth the Lord, 6. feel: 
praiſed. 


A DESIRE. to WY aa to mids 
the good opinion and approbation of 
others, is both commendable and natural, 
provided it be not the firſt motive to ac- 
tion, and that it be directed to ſuch objects 
as are in themſelves eſtimable. St. Paul, 
whoſe education was as polite as it was learn- 


ed, 
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ed, and- who, to theſe accompliſhments, 


had added the virtues, and graces of a chriſ- 
tian hero, after exhorting his brethren: to 
the practice of che pure morality of his 
divine Maſter, in every branch, ſums up 


the whole by ſaying, F there be any virtue, 


if there be any praiſe, that is, any thing praiſe- 


worthy, though it may not rank among the 


higher virtues, think on. theſe things, count 
them worthy of attention and Imitation: 
for though you ſhould practiſe all the 


weigbtier matters of the law, ſuch a8 Juſtice, 
mercy, and faith, or fidelity, you are not com- 


plete, ſays our Lord and Saviour; | theſe 


ought you to do, and not to leave the others 
undone, 


The conſiſtency, the beauty, and dig- 
nity, ariſing from the conduct of one who 
fears the Lord, muſt attract the admiration, 
and receive the heart- felt applauſe of all 
who behold it. Let me therefore draw ſome 
arguments from the words of the text to 
perſuade you, my Chriſtian friends, to the 
right 
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right direction of a natural and -uſefiil fn. | | 
timent, which, if perverted, is par "NJ 


—— 


uſeleſs, Noſe: nad frequently arg 7 


I "REY often obſerved, char n "RY 
and ſtation have their ſeveral temptations to 


particular vices; but vanity ſeems to belong 'Y 


to all. It is ſuch a miſerable weakneſs of 


the mind, that thoſe, who are the moſt under 


its dominion, ſeek carefully to conceal it; 


and would rather be ſuſpected of greater 
vices. than detected in this, of which they 


think ſo meanly. Is it then not ſtrangely 
inconſiſtent to beſtow extraordinary, and 
often very inconvenient expence, to exhibit, 


on the one hand, what we ſo much wilh on 


the mer to hide ? 

The vanity of dreſs and fab among 
the middling and lower ranks in this coun- 

try, is ſo univerſal and fo remarkable, and 

leads to fo much vice and diſorder, that it 

becomes a crying evil, which, though the 


laws of freedom do not permit the magiſ- 
„ 


„ 
or EXTRAVAGANCE, „ 


trate to reſtrain, every wiſe and virtuous 
perſon ought to diſcourage. What a vio- 
lation of order and decency is it to ſee ſer- 
vants, mechanics, and the lower orders of 


tradeſmen, with their wives and children, 


dreſſed in every reſpect like their maſters 
and ſuperiors in rank and fortune! How 
abſurd ro miſtake the maid-ſervant for her 
miſtreſs, the man- ſervant for his maſter; 
and yet this is frequently unavoidable. Or 
ſhould we endeavour to diſtinguiſh them, 
we muſt generally determine 'thoſe the ſu- 
periors, in whoſe appearance we obſerve the 


greateſt ſimplicity. But the [folly of thus 


aſſuming a ſtation and character which does 
not belong to us, and going about in maſ— 

querade, is not all; if it were, to laugh at 

and deſpiſe it would be the treatment it de- 

ſerved. But this is far from being the 
caſe ; innumerable miſchiefs to individuals 
and to the public reſult from this vanity, 
How many poor deſtitute miſerable wretches 
of both ſexes, owe their vices and their ruin 
to this cauſe! A paſſion for admiration, | 
i how 
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allot thoſe hours which are not their own, 
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gantly and fooliſhly, inſtead of employing 
it uſefully, or making any proviſion. for 


diſtreſs for both. Or ſhould any man be 


But it is not as wives that they generally 
end their days; for their equals know they 
cannot maintain them, and their ſuperiors 
will not think of an honorable connection; 


to receive in exchange, infamy, contempy, 


„ 


ſhow and expence, among female FORD 
makes them waſteful of their time. They 


to the preparing ornaments to adorn their 
perſons ; they ſpend their money extrava- 


ſickneſs or age, in themſelves or their pa- 
rents, and thus are they preparing future 


ſo blind to his own intereſt, as to venture 
on ſuch a wife, her extravagance, and ne- 
glect of his affairs, muſt bring on his ruin. 


all therefore that remains for them is ſeduc- BW 
tion; to which they are the moſt! eaſy;prey. 
imaginable. A little finery will outweigh, | 
with ſuch, the conſiderations of honor, vir- 
tue, and happineſs, and make them, willing | 7 


and remorſe, NU eee leads them 
0 


or EXTRAVAGANCE. | : 45 WA 
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to the maſk mortifying and a of. 
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crowded as they are with miſerable females, 


who have caſt off even the outward appear- 


ance of modeſty, and are ſhocking: and diſ- 


guſting to our eyes and ears, filling us with 
a melancholy and fruitleſs compaſſion ; for 
while we pity, we cannot help them. Te, 
who are yet virtuous and innocent, beware, 


L entreat you, of a paſſion ſo dangerous to 
your ſex and ſtation; a rock, on which ſo 


many have ſplit and loſt all their reputation - 
and all their happineſs. Like you, they 


once never intended to go ſuch lengths; 
perſonal beauty might make the vanity of 
ſetting it off to advantage in ſome more ex- 
cuſable, and, by degrees, lead them farther 5 
and farther, till they had departed from the | - | 


right way. Had they been favoured, as 
you are, with good advice, inſtead of being 


ſurrounded either with perſons inattentive 


to their welfare and their morals, or with | 
| EY {ſuch 
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uch as make it W buſineſs to deftrop 
their happineſs, by weakening. and over- 
_ throwing their moral and religious princi- 
ples, they had not ſunk into ſuch depths of 
miſery and deſpair. Improve therefore the 
advantage you this day enjoy; learn to ſee 
things as they are; if you poſſeſs the pri- 
vilege of beauty, know that cleanlineſs and 
fimplicity are its greateſt outward. orn. 
ments, and that meekneſs and modeſty will © * . 
give it an irreſiſtible charm. Let womens _ 
adorn themſelves with ſhame-facedneſs, ſays 
the apoſtle to his female converts; and So- 
lomon in our text ſhews, that all the favor, 
which depends on perſonal attractions, is 
deceitful, ſince beauty itſelf is vain, inca- 
pable of making either its poſſeſſors or 
others happy; and at 'moſt, of very ſhort 
duration: but a woman that feareth ie 
Lord is alone truly valuable and commend- 
able; /oe ſhall be praiſed, How often do 
we meet with -faces regularly | beautiful, 
which nevertheleſs have ſomething unpleaſ- 
ing in them? and, on the contrary, do we 
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not ſee others who, without one regular fea- 
ture, have in their countenance ſuch an ex- 
preſſion of goodneſs as we cannot with- 
ſtand? Theſe appearances proceed from 
the vices or virtues of the heart, which be- 
ing often repeated in the paſſions, leave on 
the features the traces of what paſſes within. 
If this wants farther explanation, obſerve a 
perſon addicted to anger or to envy; in the 
moment when they are agitated by either of 
theſe paſſions, you will ſee their features 
greatly and diſadvantageouſly changed, and 
will not need to be told the reaſon. Where 
theſe, or other vices, often diſturb the ſoul, 
and diſtort the countenance, they will leave 
ſuch marks and traces, even in the fineſt 
face, as are not to be miſtaken. The ſame 


is true of mild, benevolent, and virtuous 
ſentiments. 


Let us now ſee, whether male vanity is 
not as deſtructive as that of females. And 
here let our crowded priſons, the numerous 
exportations of our unhappy countrymen, 
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who propagate their vices in diſtant climes 
and the ſhameful multiplication of public 
executions, come forth and teſtify how. 
greatly they are indebted to this paſſion! 


The elegant appearance of ſo many idle; 


uſeleſs, and profligate domeſtics, of ſo many 
worthleſs and cconceited apprentices, who 
wiſh"to be taken for gentlemen, proceeds 
from vanity, and is the foundation of the 
miſchiefs that follow. They muſt enter 
into all the gaieties and pleaſures, into all 
the expences and vices of their maſters; 
and muſt be mixed and confounded with 


| their ſuperiors in every place of public 


amuſement. And how is all this to be 
ſupported, where the gains are ſmall, and 
the expences large? Pilfering ſuch incon- 


ſiderable ſums as they think will not be 
miſſed, is perhaps the firſt, as in appearance 
it is the ſafeſt, method of ſupply to which 
they can have recourſe. But it is ſoon 
found inſufficient for their demands; they 
endeavour to encreaſe it by gaming; tri- 


King ſucceſſes encourage them to 9⁰ on, 
* 5 with 
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with the hopes of acquiring conſiderable 
ſums. But ſoon this flattering proſpect diſ- 
appears, and, inſtead of having gained any 
thing, they find themſelves involved, in what 
are called debts of honor, to an amount they 
are not likely ever to be able to diſchirge. 
Muſt I go on, my brethren, and follow ß, 
them through the remainder of their ſhort, _ 
but dangerous and ſhameful courſe | The 
have now only two reſources left, icreditors 
are preſſing, a jail ſtares them in the face, 
to avoid which, for the preſent, they muſt, 
either by forgery or theft, rob their maſters, 
or betake themſelves to the highway, and 
it matters very little of which they make | 
choice, as they both lead to the ſame _— 2 
ful and FO end. TY 


Thus have I, my friends, traced the pro- 
greſs of vanity, ſtep by ſtep, i in both ſexes, / | / 
that you may obſerve its dangerous ten- 
dency, and ſuppreſs its early beginnings. 

Seek to be commended and applauded if 

you will, but tet 1 it be for ſuch qualities and 
| H 9 . 
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things as are eſtimable and praiſe-worthy. 
Secure firſt the approbation of God, and 
of your own conſcience, and that of vir- 
tuous and ſenſible men will follow of itſelf: 
they will commend where they eſteem, and 


you may take delight in the aſſurance you 


have of poſſeſſing their good opinion; for 
à good name is better than riches. Let pa- 


rents beware of exciting in their children 


an early attention to, and love of dreſs. It 


may be ſaid indeed, that it is a bauble only 


fit to amuſe our infancy, and unworthy of 
our riper years: this is true, if you will; 
but it is too dangerous an experiment to 
make, becauſe, when all the other amuſe- 
ments of childhood are thrown aſide, we 
continually obſerve this retained, by ſuch 
as are children all their days, if not in in- 


nocence and ſimplicity, at leaſt in e and 


ae, 


Let malle 45 miſtreſſes: A in 


their ſervants an appearance unſuitable to 


their ſtation, by making decency in dreſs 


- one 
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one of the conditions of their ſervice. Let 15 
the public in general unite their efforts in 
diſcountenancing the vanity and ſhew of the 
lower orders of tradeſmen. They are uſe- 
ful and reſpectable members of ſociety, 
while they know their place; but they are 
both ridiculous in themſelves, and hurtful to 
the public, when they go out of it. The 
number of bankruptcies would be oreatly 
diminiſhed, if leſs time and money were ſpent 
on dreſs and amuſements. It is a public 
cauſe, my brethren, in which all are con- 
cerned, and to which all muſt contribute. 
We ſhould then ſee leſs poverty and vice, 
and proſperity would run down our ſtreets, 
as a mighty torrent: pray then for your 
native land, that peace may be within her 
walls, and proper within ber Flea. 
Amen. | 
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Se looketh well 15 the Ways Toy her FROM 
and eateth not the bread of idleneſs. Her 
children ariſe up and call her bleſſed; ber 


 buſband a fo, and be prajjeth 20 


en is tic charter of the - tes 
kF women, whoſe price is declared to be 
far above rubies. And in effect, my bre= 
thren, what can be more honourable, or 
what more uſeful to ſociety, than ſuch a 
female, whoſe whole fludy is to do her duty, 
and thereby advance the comfort and well⸗ 
being of all wh whom providence has con- 


| | a nected 
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nected her? As much of the life of Solo- 
mon had been ſpent among women, he 
may be conſidered as a good judge of what 
was moſt meritorious and valuable in them; - 
wherever they are mentioned, we find him 
liberal in his commendations of ſobriety, - 5 1 
gentleneſs, and diligence, and ſevere in his | 
reproofs of the oppoſite vices. He ſpeaks 
'the ſame-language with the mother of king 5 
| Lemuel, when he ſays, that a virtuous W0=- -3 
man is a crown to ber buſband, or in other 
words, a ſource of domeſtic happineſs, of 
proſperity and wealth, and of public ho- 
nour. | 


Much of the happineſs of the world de- 
pends on the conduct of women; nor will 
any, who underſtand the intereſt of ſociety, 

treat that part of it as objects of un 
3 whoſe education may be neglected, whoſe . 
principles may be perverted, and whoſe - 
purſuits are too trifling to merit attention. 
This, my brethren, muſt be the language 
= either of ſeduction, which ſeeks more ealily 
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to corrupt female morals, by repreſenting 

them as of little or no conſequence; or of 
folly and ſtupidity, which cannot diſcern 
the influence of women as wives and mo- 
thers, or ſee how much of the preſent, and 
of the future happineſs of families and of 
communities, is wn in their W 


The firſt hee of the ich even 
of men, are deriyed from good impreſſions 
made on them 1n their infant years, by their 
mothers ; can, then, the example and in- 
ſtructions of theſe be conſidered as of no im- 
portance ? It is true, that after the firſt 


ſeaſon of childhood is paſt, boys are ſepa- 


rated from their mothers, and thrown into 

' the world; but how ſoon do they again feel 
the want of female ſociety, and of that com- 
fort and aſſiſtance which each ſex is made to 
afford to the other? The firſt ſtep to a 
man's comfortable eſtabliſhment in life, is 
his marriage; and the good or bad choice 
he makes in a wife, determines the ſum of 
com- 


has. 
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- comfort and proſperity, or the portion of 
diſgrace and miſery, that is o attend his 


future N ab 


— 


It has been laid of women, that they 
are more inclined to vanity than men, be- 


cauſe it is the defect of weak minds. They 5 


ſoon diſcover their influence, and ſuppoſe it 
to be the reſult of youth, of beauty, of gaiety, 


and dreſs, to which they conſequently turn 


all their attention, neither thinking fof- 
ficiently well of themſelves, nor of the 


* 


judgment of thoſe whom they wiſh to pleaſe. 
Shall I add, what is alſo true, that they are 
led into this error, by the commendations 


often beſtowed, and the preference frequently 
given by men, to theſe pleaſing, but not 
eſſential advantages. This cannot fail to 
happen, becauſe there are many ſons, as well 175 
as daughters of folly, Nevertheleſs, I would 9 885 
wiſh to inſpire my female readers, with 4 
juſt ſenſe of their worth and importance, 

by We them their dignity and influ- 
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ence, and engaging them to maintain the 
one and exert the other aright- 3 55 


Tf the mother of king Lind 1 
it neceſſary, for the happineſs of her ſon, 
to make choice of ſuch a wife as we find 
her deſcribing in this chapter, of how 
much greater moment muſt it be, to one 
who muſt live by his induſtry, to have 
a diligent and careful partner? It is more 
particularly the buſineſs of a man to pro- 
vide the means of ſubſiſtence for his == 
but it is that of his wife, by a careful ceco-. 
nomy, to make the moſt of what he has 
committed to her management. It i is ſhe, 
that myſt enter into the ſmall concerns of 

\ domeſtic expence; it is her buſineſs to keep 
a a conſtant watch over the ways of her ſer- 
vants, if ſhe have any and, if ſhe have none, 
over her own management, and the wants 
and conduct of her children, She . muſt 
not, therefore, waſte her time in ſloth, or 
in going about from houſe to houſe, dif- 
courſing 


1 on DILIGENCE. e 
3 about the affairs of others, and OE 
leaving her own at random: for ruin, in 
every ſhape, will follow. on ſuch conduct. 
Lazineſs, in the lower ranks, is the root of 
every evil; it brings poverty on a family, 
like an armed man. Cleanlineſs may be ac- | 
counted a virtue; but filthineſs, if not a ſin 
in itſelf, is in the lower ranks almoſt al- 
ways the immediate conſequence of * | 
diſpoſitions, and particularly of floth. In 
its train comes diſhoneſty ; for thoſe 2 
will not work, muſt either beg or ſteal, and 
the laſt is often conſidered as the eaſieſt and 

ſhorteſt way of ſopphy ing their Wants, 


| Such, my brethren, is the reſult of inat- 
tention to dorneſtic duties and employ- 
ments, in a wife or a mother: nor is this all; 
the minds of her children are as much ne- 
glected as their bodies, and vice is faſt tak- Ol 
ing root, where religion and good morals 
are not early implanted. Order and com- 
fort are no longer to be found under ſuch a 
roof ; the _—_— avoids his home, and 
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A zh open to receive nm, as his wife and 

famiy muſt take refuge pi 

* motk-houſe; this is the ſhameful and miſe. 

- © able end of ſuch as look not 1% 7he affairs 

of tbeir bouſhold, but expect to tat the bread 
of idlenifs. Let me now, by way of in- 
ducement to a contrary conduct, fer before 

you its r eee 
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The character of 4" uod woman is | 
fully deſeribed in this chapter, from the tenth 
verſe to the end; and it is there, I beg my 1 
female readers to behold a pattern of con- = 
duct held up to them for their imitation. 
For though a ſtation of high rank is here 
referred to, yet, as I hinted before, if fuch 
attention and diligence are neceſſary there, 
how can the lower orders proſper without 
them? All muſt purſue 2 right line of con⸗ 
duct, though all do not arrive at al equal 
degree of wealth; this is neither neceſſary, 
nor a it be N In a well conducted 
& 2 e 1 
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| houſe, order, cleanlineſs, eaſe, and even 
abundance will be found, and are the fe- 
ſult of female induſtry; A man will taſte | 
the ſweets of his labour, and be induced to | 
greater diligence, when he ſees his children 
and himſelf both clothed and fed, and every 37 
want ſupplied by the care and good ma- 
nagement of his wife; his home will be- _ 
come his delight ; ; he will have the means 
of bringing up his children honeſtly and 
uſefully, whether as ſervants or tradeſmen; _ 
and both parents wilt enjoy the proſpect of 
receiving aſſiſtance from them in their turn, 
if ſickneſs or unmerited misfortunes ſhould 
come upon them; for we are told, that the 


children of ſuch Joul V0 p and call them 
EV: * 1 | 


"The degree of reſpeR and wh: which | 
parents are to expect from their children, 7 
greatly and juſtly depend upon their own 
conduct. If they are not kind and help- 
ful to their offspring, what right have they 
to expect any! love; or whence cart it poſ- 


ſibly 
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| fibly ariſe ? If the condut of parents is 
bad, and their character deſpicable have 

they any claim to reſpe& ? If, in ſpite o 
neglect and bad example, the chilies 1 
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ſuch parents have any virtue and religion, 


their generous concern will be rouzed, and 
they will be led to return them good for 
evil. But how different is the ſtate, and 
how much more deſirable the condition of 


her, whoſe children, from a ſenſe of bene- 
fits received as far back as they can remem- 


ber, ariſe up and call ber bleſſed ? If any 


thing in this world can repay the pains and 


toils, the anxieties and cares of a mother, 


it is ſurely the reſpe&, the attachment, the 


improvement, and proſperity of her- chil- 


dren; and this delightful reward awaits the 
virtuous woman. Her hufband alſo, who 
receives ſo much happineſs and credit from 


the conduct of his wife, will feel a reſpect 


and attachment for her, which nothing can 
ſhake. Well may he conſider her as his beſt 


and trueſt earthly friend, who has made his 1 
happineſs her buſineſs, and his intereſt her 
moſt 
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moſt aftidvoui care ; and as, from the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh, ſo will 
his eſteem and gratitude overflow, in juſt 
and liberal praiſes of her worth ; and while 
the fruits of her hands, and her own works 
praiſe ber in the gate, her huſband alſo - ſhall 
riſe up, in token of reſpect, and he ſhall. 


praiſe her, And when the benefits and ad- 
vantages, that are in this life connected 


with a virtuous conduct, ſhall be at an end; 


when nothing ſhall remain, but to look 


back on the paſt, in order to judge with 
what ground of hope we can look forward, 


then comes the balm of comfort, in the 
contemplation of a well-ſpent life, and in 


the peaceful and humble aſſurance of ac- 
ceptance and reward; when this corruptible 


body ſhall have put on incorruption and 


this mortal, have put on immortality, then 


can the virtuous wife and mother, appear 


before her merciful Saviour and Judge, 
with a truſt founded on his own gracious 


promiſes, and ſay, Behold, bere am J, and 
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THE ADVANTAGES OF AN HUMBLE vra'rion 1 5 
POINTED our. bs 


Prov. xxviit. 6. 
Better is the poor that wwalketh in his uprigbt- 
neſs, than he that is prone in bis Ways, 
though be be rich. | 


HE advantages of riches are certainly 

many, both as they procure enjoy= 
ment to ourſelves and to others. To ſuch 
as take pleaſure in acts of kindneſs and 
works of charity, nothing can afford more 
delight, than the ſatisfaction ariſing from 
the power which their wealth gives them 
of relieving the indigent, and encouraging 
the virtuous, Wich theſe views, my bre- 
Fn 
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ws 


ö thren, we are allowed to deſire riches, in a 
moderate degree; and to endeavour to ob- 
tain them by an honeſt and induſtrious ap- 


plication to our ſeveral callings. But as we 


too often ſee them become a ſnare to their 
poſſeſſors, my deſign is to warn you againſt 


too great a deſire after them; to ſhew you 


that there are many temptations attending 
them; and, that in order to make them 
really a bleſſing, more wiſdom, and greater 


integrity of heart are required, than: We are 


"pe to +2 cap: 


Man walkers in 4 vain POL . be 
Pſalmiſt; a gaudy appearance of luxury 


dazzles the eyes of the multitude, and leads 
them to take that for happineſs, which, 
without virtue, is only ſplendid miſery. We 


are taught in the Parable of the Talents, 
that where much is given, much improvement 


_ will be required ; this is juſt and reaſonable. 


But how many, who haye ſet out in life with 
8 appearances of religion and vir- 
* have been ſeen to forſake en and to 


become 4 
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become ſelfiſh and vicious on the acquiſition. | 
of riches ! The eaſe with which every want 
was ſupplied. the moment it aroſe, ſerved © 
only to encreaſe their number; and the diſ- 
tance at which poverty and miſery ſeemed 
to be removed from them, hardened their 
hearts againſt the afflictions and neceſſities 
of the poor; they Zhought that the mountain 
of their proſperity food ſtrong, and would 
never be moved; and, while clothed them- 
ſelves in purple and fine linen, and faring 
ſumptuouſly every Aay, they ſtretched not out 
their hand to the relief of the fick, the 
hungry, and the naked, who lay at their 
door. Degrees of this inattention are daily 
ſeen, wherein men ſhew themſelves louers of 
1 tbemſelves. Let us not, therefore, wiſh for 
a ſituation in the world, which ſo abounds 
wich temptations, and lays ſo many ſnares 
for our virtue, that it is repreſented as 
bard (chat is difficult) for thoſe who have 
riches, to enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven; but conſidering ourſelves as ſtewards 5 
of the bounties of Providence, and ac- 
; 4 | countable | 
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| countable to our maſter for their improve- 
ment, let us reſt contented with the portion 
with which he has entruſted us; and endea- 
vour to make it honourable to God; and 


> 


* ” 


uſeful to the world; for better, in his ſight, 
is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than 


be that is perverſe in bis ways,' thaugh be be. 


The words of the text are ſo plain, my 
brethren, that they need little explanation; 


I I ſhall, therefore, only juſt obſerve, that the 


term perverſengſs is generally uſed in Scrip- 


ture, and conſtantly in the book from 


whence theſe words are taken, to. ſignify 


| wickedneſs, which is alſo called folly in op- 


poſition to 2wwi/Jom, or as it is named in our 


text, uprigbings; I ſhall therefore proceed to 


ſhew, that the poor, who walketh ! in his uvp⸗ 


rightneſs, is far happier in himſelf, more 


uſeful to ſociety, and more acceptable o 


God, chan the wicked or perverſe man, 


though placed in a ſtate ee loo 
and |. + crlend KA, 
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Few, my brethren, are the wants of na- 


ture, and their ſupply. is within the reach of 
the bulk of mankind: theſe induſtry: can 


obtain, and temperance alone enjoy. Hun- 


ger gives reliſh to food, and labour ſweetens 


reſt, while moderation in both, and bodily. 
activity, preſerve. to us theſe advantages, 


by contributing to the bleſſing of health, 

which is more frequently found to attend on 
the frugal meals of the poor, than on the 
pampered tables of the wealthy. But there 
are yet other adyantages belonging to the up- 


right poor, for as much of their time muſt 1 
be devoted to labour, they are leſs expoſed 
to the ſeductions of idleneſs, and not likely 


to be tormented with a reſtleſs ambition. 
Poverty is not, however, without its tempta- 
tions; envy and diſhoneſty are among their 


| number; but, as theſe ſpring from a lazy 


and vicious diſpoſition, I need not. dwell 


upon them, when I am deſcribing the poor _ 


who walketh in his uprightneſs, for to ſuch a 


character belongs ſweet peace and content- 


ment, He is ſenſible that he enjoys more 


bleflin gs 


— 
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bleſſings from the hand of Pedale 
than he has deſerved, and only wiſhes to 
become more worthy in the ſight of God. 
He knows that the lot is caſt into the lap, | 
and that zbe diſpoſal thereof is from the Lord; 
he- will not therefore-repine at the woke. 
rity of his neighbour, but will rejoice with 
them that rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep; and as the different ranks in ſociety 
conduce to the good of the whole, he will, 
by indvſtriouſly and hoheſtly. performing the 
duties of his ſtation, be not only happier in i 
himſelf than his perverſe rich neigh * 
but alſo more uſeful to the world; N Was 
the ſecond wing” I meant to ſhe#.. | 
17 wealth does not encreaſ the . 
& its poſſeſſor, and the of ſociety, it 
will aſſuredly add to the mike of both, 
becauſe the beſt things, when perverted, be- 
come the worſt. For whether the covetous, | 


by hoarding up riches, withhold from others' | 


and from themſelves the bleſſings they mig 
beſtow; or whether a profuſe: luxury tur 
. 1 | [| 


their owner and to the world, they are 


neglects, and for the evil which he does. 


I hope you are convinced, my brethren, bat 


ceptable 1 in the * of God. 
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them into objects of vice and miſery to 


equally pernicious to mankind, by being 
thrown into a wrong channel; and the man 
who is guilty of this abuſe is anſwerable to 
his maker, both for the good which he 


His ſtation in life makes his example of 
more weight and of greater extent; when, 
therefore, this is bad, more will be led aſtray 
by it; whereas poverty, when accompanied 
with. piety, may be highly uſeful to the 
world : the poor naturally ſerve for exam- 
ples to the poor, but by a religious and 
virtuous conduct, they may become very 
edifying patterns even to the rich. Thus 


the righteous man is more excellent than bis 
neighbour ; and that the riches of the wicked 
become a curſe to themſelves and to ſociety. 
It now only remains to ſhew, that the poor 
who walketh in his uprightneſs, 1s more ac- 


: I 


"290. - "THE ADVANTAGES or AN- 


The Lord is in his holy temple, i, 47 David, 
| bis eyes bebold, his eyelids try the children of 
men: the Lord trieth the righteous, but the 
wicked, - and him that loveth violence, bis ſoul 
bateth. Upon the wicked he ſhall rain ſuares, 
Fire and brimſtone, and an horrible tempeſt : 
this \ſhall be the portion of their cup. Fur 
the - righteous Lord loveth ri 'phteouſneſs, His 
countenance does behold the upright. Such is 
the declaration of one, who from a ſhep- 
herd, was become a great king, and could 
form a judgment of the oppoſite ſtations of 


proſperity and adverſity ; for of the latter 


he had a conſiderable ſhare, particularly 
during the life of Saul. It is virtue, he 
tells us, and goodneſs alone, that can make 
men acceptable to Him, who is not de- 
ceived by outward appearances; before 


whom all other grandeur diſappears; who 


laughs at the proſperity of the wicked, be their 


Nation never ſo exalted, and will mock when - 


their fear cometþ; for come it will, my bre- 


thren, when year after year, the mercies of 


a long-ſuffering God ow been ungrate- 
* uy 
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fully abuſed. We are told that he will at 
length come, to take vengeance on his ene- 
mies ; or I might more properly ſay, on fuch 


as are enemies to themſelves ; for as by our 


righteouſneſs, we. cannot be profitable to God, 
as a man is profitable to bis neighbour, neither 
can we by our wickedneſs in the leaſt affect 

or diminiſh his happineſs. It is only to 
ourſelves, and to creatures like ourſelves, 
that the one and the other can relate. When 


we are, therefore, ſaid in Scripture 10 be at 


enmity with God through wicked works, to be 


fighting againſt God, or to be bis friends 


working together with Him, it is only a lan- 


guage ſuited to our infirmity, taken from 


what paſſes in the world. But nothing can 
be plainer, than that God regardeth not the 15 
perſon of a man; all ranks are equally depen- 
dent upon him.. The Saviour of the World, 
the King of Glory, the Prince of Peace, 
was not a conqueror ; he was poor, deſpiſed 
and rejected. Does not this ſhew you, my 


| brethren, that virtue and holineſs are the 
only true riches? and theſe are as much 


15 Within 
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within the reach of the poor as of the 
wealthy. Let me then engage you, from 
theſe conſiderations, not to ſeek with too 
much anxiety, the bread that periſbeth; but 
rather that which endureth to everlaſting life— 
not to /ay up your treaſure upon earth, where 
moth and ruſt doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and ſteal, but to place it in 
heaven where it is liable to none of theſe 
accidents. This may be done in the manner 

I have been pointing out; it may alſo be 
done by the rich, who, by a right uſe and 
improvement of their ſubſtance, make to 
themſelves friends of the mammon of un- 
righteouſneſs, by the good works they per- 
form with it. Conſider theſe things, my . 
brethren, and may the Lord give you a good 
underſtandin g in the things that belong to your 
peace, before they are hid Rn your OS: 
Amen, 
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HAPPINESS INDEPENDENT ON WEALTH. 


PROVERBS xv. 17. 


Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, 1887 
a falled ox, and hatred therewith, 


T HE real blefiings of life, my hw Ry 

thren, lie in a ſmall compaſs; health, 
peace and competence may be ſaid to com- 
prehend them all. A magnificent dwelling, 
a number of domeſtics, a great variety of 
rich dreſſes, the ſtalled ox, or the fatted 
calf, are only a falſe ſhow, an appearance of 
happineſs, hung out by pride and luxury to; 
deceive the unwary ; calling, like the fooliſh, 
woman, 70 paſſengers who go right on their 


"ES : ways 
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way; woboſo i ts 1 mple let bly turn in hither. 
Be not therefore ſeduced by theſe allure- 
ments, which may, or may not, be attend- 


ed with happineſs, according to the good 
or bad diſpoſition of their poſſeſſor, but 
are not in themſelves the thing we ſo much 
deſire and ſeek after; this dwells within us, 
a kind, benevolent, and peaceable diſpo- 


ſition, a mind in which dwells the love of 
God, and the love of mankind, i is the true 
ſeat of happineſs, and may be found in the 


meaneſt ſtations, even in ſuch a ſtate of po- 
verty, as does not admit of any of the in- 


dulgences of the. body, and can but juſt 
furniſh its neceſſaries. Would to God that 
theſe virtues were more generally met with 
among all ranks, and that you eſpecially, 
my brethren, who poſſeſs not the artificial 
pomp and glare of happineſs, were care- 
ful to ſecure that true and ſolid enjoyment, 
which lies within your reach. Favour me 


then with your ſerious attention, while I 


am endeavouring to aſſiſt you in acquiring 
this valuable prize. 


I know 


Fl 
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1 know, and pity the many diſadvan- 


tages of poverty, though a merciful Pro- 


vidence has never yet called upon me to 


experience them in my own perſon. I know 
that the demands of nature are preſſing, 


that hunger is keen, that cold is pinching, 


that labour is frequently painful, and. that, 


where a family is dependent on labour alone 
for its ſupport, little leiſure remains-for the 
improvement of the mind. If the rich, 

in the midſt of a needleſs abundance, are 
tempted, like Aſaph, to be envious at the 
proſperity of the wicked, how much more na- 


turally may that paſſion ariſe in the mind 


of him who can but juſt procure a daily 


ſubſiſtence ! Different virtues are required 
of us in different ſtations, and contentment 


is one of the brighteſt that can adorn an 
humble condition. How greatly ſuperior, 


in the ſight of God, and in the judgment 


of all good men; is the deſtitute and ſuf- 


fering Lazarus, whoſe days. were embitter- 
ed, and probably ſhortened, by ſickneſs. 


and want, to the ſelfiſh though ſplendid, 
5 1 4 Dives, 


— 


1 


* 
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Dives, who after death received his portion 
of evil things, nov becauſe he had in this life - 
enjoyed proſperity, for this would be unjuſt, 
but becauſe he had abuſed it by neglecting 
the improvement of his geod things. Pa- 
tience, contentment, humility, a firm truſt 
in the providence of God, that he will bleſs 
your honeſt endeavours to provide for your- 
ſelves and your families; thankfulneſs to 
your ſuperiors for the aſſiſtance they beſtow 
upon you, in providing work for you while 
you are able to do it, and in giving you 
help in ſickneſs and age; theſe, my bre- 
thren, are the diſpoſitions which make 4 
dinner of herbs, better than a falled ox withe 

out them. 


The wiſdom and goodneſs of God has 
formed us ſo, that happineſs of every kind 
muſt be the reſult of our own endeavours. - | 
The object is ſet before us all, and the de- 
ſire of obtaining it implanted in every breaſt. 
We ſeek it in different ways, according to 
the true or falſe opinions we form of things. 
and, 
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and, upon this eſtimate, depends our ſuc- 

ceſs. Religion, my brethren, is the beſt 
guide we can poſſibly take with us. This 
will at once direct our choice to whatever 
is virtuous, amiable, and excellent; will 
point out our duty in every ſtation, and 
bring with it the fruit of righteouſneſs, and 
of happineſs alſo, ſown in. peace, of them that 
make peace. It is the character, given by 
St. James, of be wiſdom that is from above, 
that it is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſy 
to be entreated, full of mercy and of good fruits. 
But, if in the midſt of bitter envyings and 
 firife in their hearts, any ſhoyld glory, that 
is, pretend to be happy; the ſame Apoſtle 
declares, that they /ze againſt the truth; for 
it is impoſſible that, where there is enuying 
and firife, there ſhould not be confufion,. every 
evil work, and miſery. We mult therefore, 
in order to avoid theſe, cultivate a diſpo- 
ſition to love and to do good to all around 
Jus. Nothing is ſo eaſy as to place our- 
ſelves in imagination in the ſituation of an- 
other; we do this without knowing, or at 
| = EE 
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leaſt, attending to what paſſes within us; 
What-elſe will lead a man often to endan- 
ger his own life to preſerve that of a fellow- 
creature, who is perhaps to him a perfect 
ſtranger? We may accuſtom ourſelves to 
this on the ſmalleſt occaſions, by conſtantly 
making the well-being of others a part of 
our own, This will incline us willingly to 
give up our own intereſt to theirs: It is 
generally trifling things that create ſtrife 


and  animoſities in families, where it is ſo 


beautiful and pleaſant a thing 20 dwell toge- 
ther in love, Let parents, by mutual kind- 
neſs, aſſiſtance and forbearance, ſet an ex- 
ample of theſe virtues to their children, 
and accuſtom them in early years to the prac- 
tice of them among each other. A houſe, 
where order and harmony, decency and love 
prevail, is taſting the advantages of preſent 
enjoyment, and preparing for poſterity uſe- 
ful members of ſociety. The pomp of 
pride, and the riotings of luxury, preſent a 
very different appearance both with reſpect 
to the preſent and the future, Hatred, 
| Tt brings 
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brings with it a train of evils. The ſoul, 
in which it dwells, muſt be miſerable. The 
experience of all who have felt it, though 
even iw a ſmall degree, can inform them, 
how reſtleſs, turbulent, and uneaſy that 
mind muſt be, which is often a prey to it. 
No worldly riches or grandeur, no advan- 
tages of birth or of underſtanding, can 
make an ill-natured, envious, malignant 
man happy. The beſt enjoyments are loſt 
to him: he cannot rejoice with thoſe that re- 
joice, or wweep with thoſe that weep : he knows 
not the "delightful ſenſation of alleviating 
the afflictions, and encreaſing the ſatisfac- 
tions of his neighbour. I go farther, my 
brethren; for if any man ſaith, I love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him: for whoſoever doth not 
righteouſneſs, ſaith St. John, ig not of God, | 
neither he that loveth not his brother ; for this 
7s the meſſage that: ye beard from the beginning, 
that wwe' ſhould love one another. But be that 
batetb his brother, i. e. his fellow creature, 
?s in darkneſs, and knoweth not «hither be 
Lv. =; T[ 
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goerb, becauſe. that darimes has blinded 1 | 
ches. Such a one is in the ſame ſtate with 

regard to his happineſs and the ſafety of his 
immortal ſoul, as a man travelling in the 


dark is, with reſpect to his enjoyment and 
ſecurity. e 


*% 


— 


The ſame 5 tells us, tas God is 
love. If this be his nature, he muſt take 
pleaſure in beholding it in his reaſonable 
creatures. The greater their ad vances in 
a ſpirit of benevolence and charity, the fitter 
will they be for heaven; for he that duwelleth 
in love, dwelleth, in God, even while in this | 
world, and God in him. Could we even ſe. 
parate things that, in their natures, are ſo 
cloſely connected together as miſery is with 
| hatred ; could we promiſe temporal happi- 
neſs, where the benevolent affections do not 
exiſt, we ſnould ſtill endeavour to perſuade 
you, my brethren, to conſider: eternity as 
more important than time, and the joys of 
heaven better worth ſeeking, than the great- 
eſt FRET pleaſures; ; but this 1 is far from 


being 
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being the caſe. Better for both worlds, is 
@ dinner of herbs where love is, than a ſtalled 
er, and hatred therewith. Make it there- 
fore your choice; and though you cannot 
conſtantly lead all, with whom you may 
happen to be connected, to the ſame con- 
duct, yet your meek and peaceful temper 
will greatly contribute towards it; beſides. 
that you are anſwerable only for your own 
conduct, and if that be good, you will be 
rewarded here with the teſtimony of-a good 
conſcience ; for if our hearts condemn us not, 
then have wwe confidence towards God: and, 
in the hour of death, and day of judgment, 
we ſhall have every thing to hope from the 
love of Cod, in Chrift Jeſus, which paſſeth 1 
knowledge. — No unto him that is able to keep I 
you from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs 
before the preſence of his glory with exceeding | | 
Joy, to the only wiſe God our Savidur, be glory © 


and majeſty, dominion aud Horner, un now: v | 
ever. Amen, 
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AGAINST CRUELTY,” 


— 


PROVERBS XII. 10. 


A righteous man regardeth the li 572 f his beaft: 
but the tender mercies of the hi icked are 
cruel. tal ans Ter 


— 


> ELIGION, my brethren, where it 
is fincere, makes a character con- 
ſiſtent; it extends to the ſmalleſt actions, 
even to the treatment of animals, as Solo- 
mon informs us in the words juſt read. 


Kindneſs and compaſſion are ſo beautiful 
in themſelves, ſo grateful and pleaſing in 
their exerciſe, and ſo advantageous to ſo- 
ciety, that wherever their effects are ſeen, 

6 e 1 
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they are admired and loved. Would to 
God, they were as univerſally imitated ! 
The humane and benevolent man is ſtamp- 
ed with the image of his Maker. He walks 
forth upon the earth like his repreſentative, 
doing good to all whom he approaches, 
whether fellow creatures or animals. He 
is the faithful ſteward of the bounties of 

heaven ; he taſtes them with gratitude him- 
ſelf, and diſtributes them with generoſity to 
others. He knows, that in greater or leſſer 
degrees, a ſenſe of pain and of pleafure are 
inſeparable from exiſtence. He knows-that 
the Lord is good unto all, and that his tender 
mercies arg over all his works. Life and hap- 
pineſs reſiding originally in God, and pro- 
ceeding from Him to all his creatures, con- 
. vinces the religious man that it is his de- 


light, that they ſhould dwell together in al! 


his works. The introduction of ſin into 
the world, has diſturbed this delightful 
union. The diſeaſes and death which dif- 
obedience has entailed on all who inhabit 

this earth, have made it a ſtate of warfare, 


from 
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from. the ſpider. who preys upon the fly, to 
man who devours the innocent unſuſpect- 
ing lamb, or the meek majeſtic ox. But 
though the lion no longer lies down with 
the lamb, and that Providence, for wiſe 
reaſons, has appointed that the various crea- 
tures with which this earth is filled, ſhould 
by death make way for new generations, 
and that even their loſs of life ſhould be- 
come uſeful to the ſupport of that principle 
in others, yet we can have no right to ex- 
erciſe our authority, by inflicting, or cauſing, 
unneceſſary ſufferings; and he muſt be in- 
human indeed, who can attentively behold 
the pangs of miſery even in the meaneſt 
animal, without wiſhing to alleviate them. 


The refinements proceeding Gam luxury, | 
are too often hurtful to the cauſe of huma- 
nity. All ſeek their own eaſe and enjoy- 
ment, and are little attentive to the pains 
and groans which their pleaſures coſt others, 
My preſent endeayours ſhall be employed 


; 4 
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to enquire into the common ſources of cru- 
elty, and to point out its criminal nature. 


Inattention may be coafdered as one cauſe 
of ſuch actions as are hurtful to others. I 


mean not to confound it with the diabolical 
ſpirit of cool intended cruelty; but as the 
pain it occaſions to the object on whom it is 
exerciſed may be equally. grievous, and as It 


may 1n time ſo harden the heart, as to make 
it inſenſible to the feelings of compaſſion for 
the ſufferings it inflicts, I cannot avoid the 


mention of what very often lays the foun- 


dation of more. deliberate cruelty. Chil- 
dren are particularly in this danger. Suf- 


fered to play with inſects or animals, they 
ſee their ſtruggles without perceiving that 


it is by their aukwardneſs that their delicate 


bodies are hurt. This then is the ſeaſon 


to be improved by parents; it is the mo- 


ment moſt proper to inform youth, that an 
animal, er the ſmalleſt inſect, feels as much 
pain from the laſs of a leg or a wing, as 
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the tearing off of any wember would give L 
themſelves. | | 


— 


2 is a a ſecond: fource of whey, 
and one leſs eaſily corrected than inattention, 
becauſe rooted in the character. A ſelfiſh 
man may indeed plead, that he means no 


harm to others, and is only purſuing what, 


in ſome way or other, he thinks will-contri- 


bute to his enjoyment. This end obtained 


he cares not what ſufferings it has coſt. Ani- 
mals may linger and die in torture; tenants 


may be obpreffit: ſervants: harrafſed and 
worn out, without one reflection on the in- 


juſtice of the proceeding. Nay, more: a 


ſelfiſh man is not contented with being the 


torment of animals, or of his inferiors in 


rank or fortune; he is often led to become 


the ſcourge of his family and friends. This 


ought to convince you, how dangerous it 


is to give way to this diſpoſition, and in- 
cline you to check it in its firſt beginnings. 


I come 
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ty. This is deliberate cruelty. 


Would to God that no examples had ever 
exiſted of monſters, diſgraceful to the hu- 
man form, the plagues of mankind ! Such 
have began their ſhameful and bloody 
courſe, by cauſingy with malignant pleaſure, 


wards become ingenious in deviſing new tor- 
ments for their fellow-creatures, 


Vice in the heart of man, may be com- 
pared to the entrance of an enemy into your 
country. If thoſe who are appointed to 
keep guard, neglect their duty, and permit 
the foe once to enter in, much more ſtrength 
muſt be exerted," and much greater wiſdom 
employed to prevent his gaining ground, 
than were neceſſary to prevent his firſt ap- 
72 proach, Thus it fares in the caſe of evil 
KW inclinations: repel them at - firſt and they 

| will 
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I come now, reluctantly, to conſider a 
crime of the deepeſt dye, of which I. would 
hope few, comparatively ſpeaking, are guil- 


the ſufferings of inſets; and have after- 
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will be conquered, but be negligent and 


they will obtain a complete victory. You 
will then be the unhappy flave of ſin in 
this life, and the miſerable ſufferer for f it 
in the next. 8 


— 


Having conſidered the ſources, or ſprings, 


of Cruelty, I ſhall PRE to 1 out ts 


extreme wickedneſs, 


The cruel man fins againſt his own na- 
ture, Our quick ſenſe of pain, and our 


natural averſion to it, was not given us 
merely to guard ourſelves, but to teach us 


a fellow feeling for the happineſs of all God's 
creatures here, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
and to prevent us from ever wilfully or 


needleſsly hurting them in their bodies # 


their minds. 


We allow that God was led by his wiſ- 


dom and goodneſs to employ his power in 
creating the vaſt variety of beings that in- 
habit and adorn this world, All are his 
Work- 
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e Nor in this reſpect has the 
man any thing.to claim 'above the reptile; 
for God is their. common parent. He go- 
verns and provides for all. It is his indul- 
gent bounty that gives him the ſuperiority . 
he enjoys, and that dignifies him with power 
over other animals. The moderate and 
humane exerciſe of his authority is permit- 
ted him; he may eat their fleſh for food, 
and make uſe of their ſtrength for labour; 
but in the one caſe, he muſt ſeek the moſt 
4 eaſy way of putting them to death, and, in 
che other, not require more from their 


ſtrengch than they are able to afford him 
without 1 BS 


In this land of knowledge and of free- 
dom, ſhall I add in a Chriſtian land, one 
very crying abuſe prevails. It is the wan- 
ton barbarity exerciſed on horſes. Thoſe 
noble, inoffenſive, and uſeful creatures, Are 
univerſally abuſed throughout the king- 
dom. Their lives are made miſerable, as | 
well as ſhortened by the inhuman calcula- 

| tion 
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tion. which f is made of their ſervices, I: 
appears perhaps more advantageous to their 
maſters, that the labour of two or three days 
ſhould be crouded into one; and that | 
creature made and intended by Providence 


to be happy | and uſeful for twenty years, 


| ſhould finiſh his painful exiſtence in half that 


time. The ſelfiſh avarice of the man muſt 
be indulged at the expence of the generous 
animal, who is for the preſent under his 
Hard-hearted dominion. | 


43 But farther ; cruelty, in every degree, is 
an ungrateful abuſe of power, and open re- 
bellion againſt God. If man was made the 


governor and head of this world, it was that 


he might do good, and learn by the right 
exerciſe and improvement of a few ralents, 
to employ more noble and extenſive powers 


aright hereafter. There is, be aſſured, my 
brethren, a tribunal where the groans and 


ſufferings of injured animals will be heard, 
their cauſe pleaded, and perhaps redreſſed 
At that bar of perfect juſtice, the man who 
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60 inſulted and abuſed them, ſhall be con- 


victed and ſeverely puniſned. He will then . 


bitterly repent of that pride and folly which 


led him into rebellion, and to act as far as 


was in his power in oppoſition to the be- 
nevolent deſign of God, to his laws, and 
to the example of meekneſs, charity, and 
divine goodneſs, which ſhone ſo bright in 
the life of the Son of God upon earth. 


. 


Charity brought him down from heaven on 
the great errand of redeeming mercy; of 
which he has left us a pattern that we may 


follow his ſteps. Bleſſed then are the merci- 
ful, for they ſhall obtain mercy. But woe to 


you unmerciful and cruel man, for with 
the meaſure you mete, it ſhall be meaſured to 
cu again, Let us then be workers toge- * 


ther with God in doing good; let us re- 
Joice in the happineſs of: all that breathes. 
If lower orders of creatures have leſs en- 


joyment than we, it ought to encreaſe out 


gratitude, and is  aſſuredly the moſt ſolid 
: reaſon 
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om ER. 7 „ 
eeaſon for or not lefl ning the ſhare allot- 
ted them. Les us be merciful, as our Fa. 
tber in heaven is -merciful, and we ſhall; 
through the goodneſs. of God in Chri 
J]eſus, obtain mercy-and everlaſting reward. 
That this may be our happy. caſe; may God 
of his infinite, compaſſion grant. A 
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